
THE SIDEBAR
Newsletter of the Martin County Bar Association

 AUGUST 2020

I  T  I

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

MCBA PRESIDENT 
B  K  W

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
F. S  M M



The SideBar
I  T  I

CLE Monthly Meeting (Pg. 2, 32)
President’s Message (Pg. 3)
In Remembrance (Pg. 4)
Member Spotlight (Pg. 5)
Cheers (Pg. 17)
Online Resources (Pg. 25) 
Florida Free Legal (Pg. 26) 
COVID Update (Pg. 29)
Links, Jobs 7 Legislation (Pg. 30)
Calendar of Events (Pg. 32)

Law/Bar Related Committee Reports:
Admiralty (Pg. 21)
Appellate (Pg. 22)
Bankruptcy (Pg. 10)
Diversity (Pg. 7)
5K Race to Courthouse (Pg. 23)
Florida BOG (Pg. 28) 
Foreclosure (Pg. 20)
Golf Tournament (Pg. 9)
Immigration (Pg. 18)
Inns of court (Pg. 25)
Judicial Relations (Pg. 6)
Legal Resources (Pg. 27)
MCWL (Pg. 21)
Paralegal (Pg. 24)
Real Property (Pg. 14)
Small & Solo Firm (Pg. 11)
Tennis Tournament (Pg. 24)

T  S  B  N
Published monthly, excluding June & July, 
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If you have an article, opinion, news or 
other information for publication in the 
SideBar, please call (772) 220-8018 or 
email information to:
martincountybarassociation@msn.com

The due date for all advertisements, 
articles and announcements is the 1st

of the month preceding publication.
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Please Join Us on August 21, 2020
On Friday, August 21, 2020 the 
Executive Board of the Martin County 
Bar Association (MCBA) will welcome 
Florida Supreme Court Justice Jorge 
Labarga as our first speaker of the 
2020 – 2021 Bar year.  Justice Labarga 
will be discussing The Role of the 
Judicial Branch During Time of Societal 
Division.  Due to COVID concerns, the 
CLE meeting will be held via Zoom.  We 
hope that you will join us for this timely 
and insightful program.

Justice Labarga was born in Cuba in 1952 and arrived in the United 
States at the age of 11 initially living in Pahokee, Florida.  He graduated 
from Forest Hill High School in West Paslm Beach in 1972 and received 
his B.A. (1976) and J.D. (1979) from the University of Florida.

Justice Labarga began his legal career in 1979 as an Assistant Public 
Defender in the West Palm Beach Public Defender’s Office and was 
assigned to the appellate, misdemeanor and felony trial divisions.  In 
1982 he joined the States Attorney’s Office in West Palm Beach, where 
he tried cases ranging from theft to homicide.  In 1987 he joined the firm 
of Cone, Wagner, Nugent, Roth, Romano & Ericksen, P.A. specializing 
in personal injury trial work.  In 1992 Justice labarga participated in 
founding the law firm of Roth, Duncan & Labarga, P.A. in West Palm 
Beach, where he continued to specialize in personal injury litigation and 
criminal defense.

Governor Lawton Chiles appointed Justice Labarga to the Circuit Court 
of the 15th Judicial Circuit, in 1996.  In that capacity he served in the 
family, civil and criminal divisions.  He also served as the administrative 
judge of the civil division.

In December 2008 Justice Labarga was appointed by Governor Charlie 
Crist to the Fourth District Court of Appeal.  On January 6, 2009, he 
took office on the Florida Supreme Court after appointment by Governor 
Crist.  He is the 84th Justice to take office at the Florida Supreme Court 
since statehood was granted in 1845.  On July 1, 2014, he became the 
56th Chief Justice of Florida – the First Cuban American to lead the 
state judicial branch.  He held that office for two terms until June 2018.

Please RSVP by Friday, August 14, 2020 by emailing: 
martincountybarassociation@mmsn.com or calling 772-220-8018.  The 
Zoom call details will be sent to all who RSVP on Monday, August 17, 
2020

952 and arrived in the United
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Message From the President
Martin County Bar President - Barbara Kibbey Wagner, Esq.

Dear Members, 

 I come to you in a time most unprecedented: 
a time of civil unrest, COVID19, and the possible 
threat of a new virus- all while we sit and wait, 
wondering if our lives will ever resume normalcy. 

But while this is a time of uncertainty and fear, 
it is also a time of opportunities. We have the 
opportunity to learn, evolve and be vulnerable to 
new ways of life and litigating. For the first time, 
lawyers can and must work from home, using the 
Internet and videoconferencing in litigation
.
 In some respects, the technology has been 
a saving grace in continuing our court systems 
and cases. Efficiency is achieved through emails 
and phone calls versus lengthy in-person 
meetings or hearings. However, in other respects, 
many litigators feel stymied and anxious to 
return to the podium- their clients confined and 
incarcerated without a definite day in court. Their 
rights have been stripped due to a virus that we 
cannot see with the naked eye, but can, and has, 
killed hundreds of thousands. 

This is a time that we must 
take action and emerge 
as the leaders. We must 
adapt and become experts 
in virtual lawyering, 
using technology and all 
means to achieve justice 
for our clients. When jury 
trials resume, we shall 
seize the opportunity and 
litigate with full vigor. We 
must not just stand silent 
when faced with racism or 
oppression or the fear of 
COVID-we must actively 
fight against it.

 While we may be in a small county, we have 
always been a Bar of might, unity and strength. 
Let us come together and lead the way.

Best, 

Barbara Kibbey Wagner, Esq.

Don’t forget your 2020 – 2021
Membership Renewal

Renewals are due July 1 of each year.

Only members in good standing will continue to be listed on 
our website with all their contact information, professional 
headshot and in our FREE Referral program by Practice Area.

MCBA membership includes:
• Monthly CLE meetings at NO COST 
• Free Law Library CLE Benefits and
• Eligibility to participate in the Courthouse Badge 

Program

SIDEBAR

**If you are a full-time Government attorney you may be entitled to a reduction in dues – call (772) 220-8018. 

SideBar 
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Richard Warner Seymour
6/30/1939 – 7/7/2020

Rick Seymour was an extremely kind and caring man.  People knew 
him as a brilliant litigator, an avid golfer, an animal lover and a man 
that had a wonderful sense of humor and great appreciation for fine 
food.

Rick was born 6/30/1939 in Manhattan, NYC, NY to Frederick 
Warner Seymour and Vera Brandhill Seymour.  

Rick leaves a son, Vincent Lee Seymour; a daughter, Marcia Renee 
Seymour; a son, David Warner Seymour; a son, Richard Warner 
Seymour, II; 4 grandchildren and his Significant Other, Rebecca 
Boldt.

Rick was very proud of his achievements, which were many.
In 1957, Rick graduated from The Lawrenceville School, a preparatory school, where he 
excelled on the golf team and the soccer team.  On his senior picture it says “Seabags.” 

 
In 1962, Rick got his Bachelor’s degree from the University of Houston.

In 1966, Rick earned his Juris Doctorate from University of Michigan Law School.

In 1967, Rick became a member of the Michigan Bar Association.

In 1968, Rick became a member of the Florida Bar Association.

Rick was Board Certified in Criminal Trial Law, where he tried hundreds of major crimes 
cases for both the prosecution and the defense.  Rick had an AV Preeminent Peer Review 
rating from Martindale-Hubbell.

Rick was a devoted family man, an amazing loyal friend, an exceptional mentor and a gifted 
human being who will be deeply missed by many.
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Education:  
Undergrad?  

A.A. St. John Vianney College Seminary, 
Miami, FL
B.A. Government, Florida State 
University, Tallahassee, FL
Grad school in Urban Planning and 
Public Administration, FSU, no degree.
Artillery Officer Basic Course, U.S Army 
Field Artillery School, Lawton, OK.

Law School?  
J.D. with “Honors”, Florida State 
University

How long have you been practicing law?  
48 years.

Why did you want to be an attorney?       
     I wanted to be in a helping profession 
and my skills suited law school studies. 

What do you like most about it?    
Reading the law and writing; getting to 
know about people’s lives and work. 

What don’t you like?
Collecting fees.

What are the biggest changes you have 
seen through the years?       
     Diversity among lawyers and judges; and 
technology.

How do you define success?     
     Doing a good job that meets the client’s 
needs.

Who Inspires you?      
      Selfless people who work tirelessly for 
people in need. Currently that is nurses in 
hospitals.

Who has been the 
most influential 
person in your 
career?      

William M. 
Hicks, past 
p r e s i d e n t , 
Florida Justice 
Association.

If you could choose anyone as a mentor, 
who would you choose? 

Hon. C. Clyde Atkins, U.S. District 
Court, Miami.

What is the best piece of advice you have 
ever received? 

An attorney to whom I had applied for a 
position in Orlando advised me to return 
to Stuart and open my own law office.

What advice would you give to someone 
looking to become an attorney? 

Be prepared to work hard and treat 
people with respect.

If you weren’t an attorney, what would 
you be doing?  

Probably working in some level of 
government.

If you could switch places with someone 
for a day, who would it be?

I would not want to switch places 
because you never know what an inner 
life a person is experiencing .

What’s on your bucket list?  
I want to complete the memoir I started.

If you could visit anywhere in the world, 
where would you go? 

Ireland.

h

Member Spotlight
F. Shields McManus

Continued On Next Page . . .
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If you could have dinner with any person, 
alive, dead or fictional, who would it be and 
where would you go? 

Benjamin Franklin at the Court of Louis XVI.

What is something (a fun fact) that not many 
people know about you?

I acted and sang in lead roles in musicals such 
as “South Pacific” and “Bye Bye Birdie” at the 
Barn Theatre in the 1970’s.

2019-2020 JRC Committee 
Members – Chief Judge Lawrence 
Mirman, Judge Elizabeth 
Metzger, Judge William Roby, 
Gene Zweben and Kathryn 
McHale

Our Purpose: The purpose of 
the MCBA’s Judicial Relations 
Committee (JRC) is primarily 
to serve as a liaison between 

the Martin County Bar Association and the 
19th Circuit’s Judiciary.  Moving forward, 
the JRC will be planning, implementing and 

coordinating certain programs designed and 
focused on improving relationships and overall 
communications between the Bench and Bar. 
Please look for our Judicial Speaker Series 
schedule in next month’s SideBar!

If you are interested in the JRC please contact 
Jessica VanValkenburgh, Esquire, at jjjmmmvvv@@@@
mccarthysummers.com  

Judicial Relations Committee
Jessica Van Valkenburgh - Chair

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION
TRIAL ATTORNEY

Jeffrey M. Friedman
Board Certified

Workers’ Compensation 
Attorney

VASSALLO, BILOTTA
FRIEDMAN DAVIS

772-221-8262
Jeffrey@vassallobilotta.com

Offices in Stuart and West Palm Beach

Attorneys and Paralegals 
wanted:  

The Estate, Trust & Elder Law 
Firm, P. L., is looking for attorneys 
and paralegals, preferably with 
experience and an interest in 
pursuing a career in estate planning, 
estate and trust administration, 
and/or elder law. Please check out 
our website to learn more about the 
firm. If interested, please submit 
your resume and letter of interest to 
info@etelf.com.

Continued From Previous Page . . .
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Diversity Committee
Ricky Armand - Co-Chair 
Erika Powers - Co-Chair

In diversity there is beauty 
and there is strength.” - Maya 
Angelou

The need for diversity is not a 
new occurrence by any means, 
and we as a Bar Association 
acknowledge and embrace the 
need for increased diversity 
within our own community. Our 
society consists of a melting pot 

of cultures, religions, races, ethnicities, sexual 
orientations, values, and gender perspectives. 
It is increasingly important to understand, and 
respect, those around us.

As members of the legal community, it is often our 
jobs to not merely look at our clients’ problems 
from our own perspective, but to place ourselves 
into their shoes, and view their concerns in a 
light they themselves do. To ensure we are truly 
representing them in the most effective manner, 
we must understand their priorities, goals, 
interests, and ideals.

This is not always an easy task, however, as we all 
know. As attorneys, we are taught the black letter 
law, and we familiarize ourselves with the Rules of 
Procedure, Rules of Professional Conduct, Local 
Ordinances, Statutes, and endless legal authority 
that is supposed to provide guidance and order to 
our society. However, at the end of the day, every 
case is different, every client is different for their 
own multitude of reasons, but it becomes our role 
to understand that and remain abreast. 

As attorneys, we are subject 
to the same prejudices and 
biases as any other person. 
We become a compilation of 
our experiences, both good 
and bad. We model behavior, 
some intentionally, and others 
inadvertently, from those with 
whom we surround ourselves. 
That is where diversity is key. 
It is imperative that we are a 
legal community that continues to learn, grow, 
and improve. Diversity breeds insight, creativity, 
and empathy. The beauty of the legal community 
is we are all colleagues and often find ourselves 
arguing opposing positions, but the strength 
for us as practitioners is acknowledging and 
understanding what the other position might be 
and why. The ability to actively exchange ideas 
and creatively problem solve is deeply rooted in 
what many of us do in daily practice.

While everyday life has understandably changed 
for us all due to the lingering pandemic, we 
look forward to another year of growth here 
within our legal community, and invite those 
within it and/or associated with it to contact 
us with any questions, thoughts, input and/or 
recommendations for the Diversity Committee. 
Your involvement, no matter how big or small, is 
greatly appreciated in advance.

“If we cannot now end our differences, at least we 
can help make the world safe for diversity.” 
- John F. Kennedy

Erika Powers, Esq.
Diversity Committee Co-Chair

epowers@jjgormaanlaaw..coommm

Ricky Armand, Esq.
Diversity Committee Co-Chair

ra@willliegaryy.coomm



A  2020 The SideBar

8

• IOTA and Escrow Accounts

• Business Checking or Analysis Business Checking Accounts

• First Order of 3 on-a-page business checks at no charge

• Online Cash Management Banking with a sophisticated Wire
Transfer & Ach Module Available

• Positive Pay – Check Reconciliation System as a Fraud Deterrent

• Remote Deposit Capture

• Operating Lines of Credit*

• Term Loans for Purchases of Commercial Real Estate*

• 401K Advisory Services

As a legal professional, we know your time is valuable. CenterState Bank is one of the largest Florida

based community banks that specialize in building relationships with business owners and

professionals. With a full range of commercial banking products and a team of experienced local

bankers, we deliver a high level of service to ensure that your banking is easy, flexible and enjoyable.

For Your Practice: For You and Your Employees:

• Personal Accounts for Yourself and
Your Employees

• Free Initial Order of Personal Checks

• Free Internet, Bill Pay and Mobile Banking

• Home Equity Lines of Credit at very competitive
rates and terms*

• Investment and Wealth Services

Introducing Legal Edge...

A unique group of

banking services

created especially for

Legal Practices.

“

”
“Legal Edge” Banking Service

C e n t e r S t a t e B a n k . c o m   
Dec. 2017

*Subject to credit approval
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The Martin County Bar Association Golf Tournament 
has been Cancelled

Unfortunately, the MCBA Golf Tournament has gone the way of many 
events this year.    The tournament, originally scheduled for May 2, 
2020 and postponed to September 26, 2020 is now cancelled.  Due to 
COVID concerns, Lost Lake Golf Club will not be able to provide food 
service and depending on other restrictions which may or may not be 
in place, the MCBA Executive Board decided it would be best to cancel 
the tournament.

We hope to hold the event in the Spring of 2021.

Estate Planning and 
Family Law 

850 NW Federal Hwy
Stuart, FL 34994

jason@jasonbergerlaw.com
Phone: 772-403-5880

Fax: 772-403-5884

Law Office of Jason D. Berger
Working to do right by you and your family!

PERFECTLY LEGAL
OFFICE SOLUTIONS, LLC

Over 25 years of  Legal Assisting experience 
on the Treasure Coast

Notary Public, State of  Florida

Shaun Kelly
On-site or Pick-up/Drop Off

Overflow Work
Special Projects

Vacations/Leaves

Legal Assistant
Providing Services to the 

Legal Community

772-349-5519
Shaun@PerfectlyLegalOS.com

www.Perfectlylegalos.com
Find me on Facebook!
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Bankruptcy  Committee
Jon Martin - Co-Chair

Nick Bangos - Co-Chair

No one WANTS to file 
Bankruptcy. Fear of losing 
everything they own and loss of 
pride are the two main reasons 
people try to avoid bankruptcy. 
Many don’t even ASK about it. 

These are the two WORST 
reasons not to seek relief from 
overwhelming debt brought 
on through circumstances 
beyond your control, by using 

the Bankruptcy Laws as they were intended. This 
is especially true for small business owners and 
self-employed contractors. Many new aspects 
have evolved in Bankruptcy to protect individuals 
and small businesses. 
 
To begin - There is not much pride in being trapped 
in debt which you are constantly reminded of by 
relentless debt collectors and unyielding lenders. 
In many cases, even if there is a grace period 
granted, payments are generally added to the 
back end of the loan and interest is added sending 
the debtor deeper into debt.

“BUT IF I FILE BANKRUPTCY, IT WILL RUIN MY 
CREDIT AND I’LL LOSE EVERYTHING”
 
First – If you are already struggling with debt, 
your credit is most likely already in the tank. 
Yet in some cases, credit scores actually go UP 
after filing Bankruptcy! Moreover, rebuilding 
your credit can be easier and faster AFTER filing 
Bankruptcy.

How can this be? Lenders know 
you don’t have much (if any) 
debt, once you have received 
a discharge in Bankruptcy. 
This and other less obvious 
factors come into play, so they 
are willing to lend. (At higher 
rates – rates you are probably 
already paying since you were 
late.)
 
Next – People fear they will 
lose their homes. However, Florida has generous 
Homestead Exemptions in Bankruptcy. Few need 
to lose their home unless they want to. Shouldn’t 
you find out how this applies to you?
 
Secondly – Unless you have a house full of 
priceless antiques, it is unlikely you will lose your 
furniture, household goods, wages, or retirement 
funds (Unless you ignore your plight and end up 
having wages garnished to the tune of 25%!)
 
Third – Unless you owe far less than what your 
car is worth, or you are leasing it, you are unlikely 
to lose your car either. In fact, there are resources 
available in many cases that can actually 
IMPROVE your transportation issues, even if you 
DO file Bankruptcy.
 
There are many more other considerations to 
think about. No two households are exactly alike. 
Shouldn’t you at least know?!

COVID-19 AND DEBT RELIEF

Need more information? 
Contact:  Jon L. Martin, Co-Chair - (772) 419-0057 jlm@jonlmartinlaw.com

Nick Bangos, Co-Chair - (305) 915-1609 nick@nbbpa.com
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SMALL & SOLO FIRM
Be Well and Stay Well Tips

Time management – Plan your day each morning.   
There is a saying that we should follow:  Only bite 
off what you can chew.  If you list a dozen things 
to do each day, you, more than likely, will not 
get them done.   Start with the “fire extinguisher” 
matters and then add a couple of others.  Or start 
with the ones that you really do not want to do 
as a way to make sure that they get done.  Once 
you complete the full list each day, you will feel 
accomplished and ready for tomorrow.  

Calendaring – use it for to do’s – Don’t live in 
the stressful “what am I forgetting” moment 
every day. Calendar with your case management 
software system or just your phone calendar.   
Set reminders or schedule emails to be sent to 
remind you of important events, court hearings, 
deadlines.  Be able to relax and get to your events 
without thinking that you forgot to do something.   
Music soothes the soul – We all have our favorite 
playlists for what we are doing each day: driving 
in the car, running a few miles, end of the day 
tunes.  You should have several for your work 
day, a morning list, an afternoon list, and the 
playlist that always soothes your soul when you 
are trying to get something done.  

Take a break – Can’t meet a friend for lunch?  Get 
a sandwich or salad and get some fresh air at the 
beach or one of our waterfront parks.   Nothing 

like a good dose of Vitamin 
D and fresh air to clear your 
head and help you stay well. 

Spend time with colleagues – 
can’t meet for lunch or coffee 
then pick up the phone and 
call and check on your friends 
and colleagues – ask if you 
can help them; talk about a 
peculiar legal issue that you 
are struggling with or just 
catch up on the past couple of months that we 
have been quarantined.   

Embrace technology – don’t run away from it 
– learn something new to help you.  Have you 
upgraded to a password app?  Maybe it is time to.   
Ever used a meditation app? – maybe it is time 
to work on your stress level.   And, don’t forget 
the Notes feature on your Apple phone converts 
a photo to a pdf.  Need to dairy a deadline – 
www.timeanddate.com.  Use the free reminders 
on your phone to remember to call someone 
back or do a task.  Add a new technology to your 
practice each month and it will make your work 
life easier.  

Be well and stay well - 

38 SE Ocean Blvd • Stuart, FL 34994

772.210.1020
www.OwenInsuranceGroup.net

THE BRIDGE PLAN
“Bridging the Gap to Medicare Eligibility”
Affordable Plans For Those Between 60-65

 Medicare
Long Term Care
Annuities
 Disability
Accident
 Dental & Vision Plans
 Individual Health Ins
 Group Insurance
Cancer/Critical Illness
 Life InsuranceFL Lic #L100600
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To refer us a case, call 1-561-270-5044. You may also email intakelead@800goldlaw.com
with all the case details. We’ll let you know right away if we can help.

BE A HERO TO YOUR CLIENTS
REFER YOUR PI CASES TO LOCG

1-800-GOLD-LAW - 800GOLDLAW.COM

Rafael J. Roca, Esq.

Spencer T. Kuvin, Esq. Jorge L. Maxion, Esq.

Donald W. Vollender, Esq.Jeffery D. Kirby, Esq. Seth W. Pachter, Esq.
BOARD CERTIFIED CIVIL TRIAL ATTORNEY

LITIGATION DIRECTOR CIVIL TRIAL ATTORNEY

PRE-SUIT ATTORNEYCIVIL TRIAL ATTORNEY PRE-SUIT ATTORNEY

Our employees love where they work! That is why we were awarded 
the #1 Overall “Top Workplace” award by the SunSentinel for the 
small employer category for 2018, and why we have ranked in the 
top 3 for four years in a row.

Happy employees produce extraordinary results for clients. This is 
one of the many reasons that your 25% referral fee is safe with us.

With our team of highly skilled personal injury litigators supported 
by legal, administration, and operations staff of sixty staff, you can 
trust that your referral will be competently handled.

Be a hero to your clients. Refer that PI case to #LOCG!

Craig M. Goldenfarb, Esq.
FOUNDER / ATTORNEY

WELCOME TO THE TEAM!
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On June 16, 2020, Martin County Women Lawyers Association hosted a 
Zoom Champagne Toast to celebrate Judge Martha C. Warner, of the Fourth 
District Court of Appeals (one of our own), as the 2019-2020 recipient of 
FAWL’s Highest Honor – The Rosemary Barkett Outstanding Achievement 
Award.  Chief Judge Spencer Levine, of the Fourth District Court of Appeals, 
led the toasts from many of Judge Warner’s colleagues on the Fourth District 
Court of Appeals.  Chief Judge Mirman led the toasts from the Nineteenth 
Judicial Circuit.  

We even arranged a surprise appearance by Judge Rosemary Barkett, 
a mentor of Judge Warner, who now presides on the Iran-United States 
Claims Tribunal in the Hague, Netherlands.  Judge Barkett was the first 
female Chief Justice of the Florida Supreme Court; previously served on the Fourth District 
Court of Appeals and subsequently on the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals.  A good time 
was had by all!

As the Martin County Women Lawyers Association President this year, I am excited to share 
the schedule of our upcoming CLEs.  We have many exciting speakers already lined up to 
introduce our membership, their practice areas and important community resources.  Our 
speakers will cover legal practice areas such as real estate, criminal, family, immigration, 
diversity, business, general practice, probate/estate planning  and personal injury law.  A 
nuts and bolts presentation on evidentiary hearing management, in the age of remote legal 
practice, will also occur.  SafeSpace and Treasure Coast Hospice are our featured community 
resources.    Please save the dates: 8/11/20, 9/8/20, 10/13/20, 11/10/20, 12/8/20, 
1/12/21, 2/9/21, 3/9/21, 4/13/21 and 5/11/21.

If you are not a member of the Martin County Women Lawyers Association, a chapter of 
Florida Association for Women Lawyers, I invite you to join today.  And no, membership is 
not limited to women.  We welcome all!  You can join online in a few minutes at www.fawl.org 
for the low cost of $85.00 with a reduction available for government employees and lawyers 
practicing less than 5 years.  Your membership dues entitle you to attend our CLE and other 
events completely free.

The Martin County Women Lawyers Association would not be able to put on its tremendous 
programming without the generous support of our annual sponsors.  If your firm would like 
to consider sponsoring our chapter, please contact Abby Spears at ASpears@nasonyeager.
com ASAP so that your firm can be listed on our sponsor banner! 

Finally, I want to recognize our Board members for the 2020-2021 year: Elizabeth Hunter 
(President-elect), Lisa Clasen  (Secretary), Julie Treacy (Treasurer), Katherine Mish 
(Programming Director), Abby Spears (Sponsorship Director), Susan Warner (Chapter 
Representative), Zorelly Torres-Sanchez (Public Relations Director) and Kathryn McHale 
(Membership Director).  

Martin County Women Lawyers Association

Gloretta Hall - President
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Real Estate and Commercial Litigation Update

Florida Real Property and Business Litigation Report
Submitted by: Manuel Farach

GE Energy Power Conversion 
F r a n c e  S A S ,  C o r p .  v . 
Outokumpu Stainless USA, 
LLC,  Case No. 18–1048 (2020).
Equitable estoppel principles 
(such as non-signatories being 
able to compel arbitration 
of disputes) can be applied 
in arbitrations conducted 
under The Convention on the 
Recognition and Enforcement of 

Foreign Arbitral Awards (New York Convention).

Isaiah v. JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A., Case No. 
17-15585 (11th Cir. 2020).
Banks are not responsible under the Florida 
Uniform Fraudulent Transfer Act (“FUFTA”) 
for routine banking transactions that occurred 
during a Ponzi scheme.

Microf LLC v. Cumbess (In re: Cumbess), Case 
No. 19-12088 (11th Cir. 2020).
A trustee’s – but not a debtor’s - election to assume 
a lease elevates an unsecured claim arising out of 
the lease to an administrative claim.

Diageo Dominicana, S.R.L. v. United Brands, 
S.A., Case Nos. 3D18-1989 & 3D18-620 (Fla. 3d 
DCA 2020).
A contracting party does not violate the Implied 
Duty of Good Faith and Fair Dealing by terminating 
a distribution agreement in order to enter into 
a distribution agreement with the terminated 
party’s competitor when the agreement permitted 
either party to terminate the agreement and 
additionally contained a waiver of all implied 
conditions, representations, and warranties 
implied by statute or common law that were not 
expressly included in the agreement.

Hyde v. Irish, Case No. 15-
13010 (11th Cir. 2020).
A federal court has jurisdiction 
to issue sanctions in a case 
even when it does not have 
jurisdiction to decide the merits.

Furst v. Rebholz, Case No. 
2D18-3323 (Fla. 2d DCA 2020).
Homeowners are entitled to the 
homestead tax reduction on 
their personal residence even if they rent rooms 
to tenants.

Edwin Taylor Corporation Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., Case No. 2D19-1531 
(Fla. 2d DCA 2020).
A notice of commencement signed by a contractor 
(not the owner) is not a legal nullity that 
invalidates the construction lien based on the 
notice of commencement.

Garcia JPMorgan Chase Bank, National 
Association, Case No. 3D19-430 (Fla. 3d DCA 
2020).
The Florida Constitution’s protection of homesteads 
from forced levy does not preclude foreclosure of 
an equitable vendor’s lien as purchase money 
mortgages are superior to homestead claims.

Tamiami Electrical, Inc. Infinity Assurance 
Insurance Company, Case No. 3D20-533 (Fla. 
3d DCA 2020).
A circuit court, sitting in its appellate capacity on 
first tier certiorari review, has no ability to certify a 
question of great public importance to the district 
court of appeal.

Continued On Next Page . . .
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Lugassy v. Lugassy, Case Nos. 4D20-216 and 
4D20-546 (Fla. 4th DCA 2020).
A trial court sitting in a corporate deadlock and 
dissolution action cannot force a dissenting 
shareholder to sign a loan and personal guarantee 
for the benefit of the corporation.

Liu v. Securities And Exchange Commission, 
Case No. 18–1501 (2020).
Equitable relief, including disgorgement, is 
permissible under the Securities Act of 1933, 15 
U. S. C. §77a et seq., so long as it does not exceed 
a wrongdoer’s net profit.

Bowling v. U.S. Bank National Association, 
Case No. 17-11953 (11th Cir. 2020).
Counterclaim defendants may not remove a civil 
action to federal court under 28 U.S.C. § 1441(a) 
or § 1441(c).

EGI-VSR, LLC v. Coderch, Case No. 18-12615 
(11th Cir. 2020).
Service of a suit to confirm an arbitration award 
under the Inter-American Convention on Letters 
Rogatory (“Convention on Letters Rogatory”), Jan. 
30, 1975, O.A.S.T.S. No. 43, 1438 U.N.T.S. 288, is 
accomplished by service under the laws of the host 
country of the defendant, and accordingly, service 
on a doorman that is proper under Brazilian law 
is sufficient to support service in federal court.

Russell v. Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., Case No. 
1D18-5128 (Fla. 1st DCA 2020).
Raising failure of conditions precedent as an 
affirmative defense shifts the burden of proof to 
the defendant even if plaintiff alleged satisfaction 
of conditions precedent in its complaint.

Korkmas v. Onyx Creative Group, Case No. 
1D18-5328 (Fla. 1st DCA 2020).
The Florida Consumer Collection Practices Act 
does not apply to debts arising out of commercial 
transactions.

Phillips v. Mitchell’s Lawn Maintenance Corp., 
Case Nos. 3D19-375 & 3D18-2407 (Fla. 3d DCA 
2020).

A trial judge must set forth in writing the Kozel 
(v. Ostendorf, 629 So. 2d 817 (Fla. 1993)), factors 
only when entering sanctions as the result of 
misconduct by counsel, no such requirement 
applies when the sanctions arise out of misconduct 
by a party.

Aanonsen v. Suarez, Case Nos. 3D18-2466 & 
3D19-0612 (Fla. 3d DCA 2020).
Damages arising out of breach of contract are 
generally limited to the pecuniary loss sustained, 
or those which are the natural and proximate 
result of the breach, unless there is proof of a 
separate and independent tort.

Dumerlus v. Wilmington Trust National 
Association, Case No. 3D19-1595 (Fla. 3d DCA 
2020).
A trial court’s dispensing with closing arguments 
in a civil foreclosure case is not a per se due 
process violation.

Allied Tube and Conduit Corporation v. Latitude 
on the River Condominium Association, Inc., 
Case Nos. 3D19-2054; 3D19-2053;  3D19-2051; 
3D19-2048;  3D19-2046; 3D19-2044 (Fla. 3d 
DCA 2020).
Florida Rule of Civil Procedure 1.221 permits a 
class action by a condominium association for 
construction defects located physically within 
units, rather than in the common elements, if 
the defect is prevalent throughout the building.

Dawson v. Hernandez, Case No. 4D18-1588 (Fla. 
4th DCA 2020).
A trial court can amend a final foreclosure 
judgment – even after the borrower redeems the 
property - to include additional attorney’s fees.

 
==================================
===================================
If you wish to receive the expanded, weekly version 
of this Report, sign up at:
https://www.mcgliincheyy.coomm/puuubliiccatttiooonn----
subscription

Continued From Previous Page . . .
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Michael J. McCluskey • Raymond G. Robison • J. Henry 
Cartwright • Tyson J. Waters • Adam G. Schwartz • Anthony 
D. George, Jr. • Philip W. Grosdidier • Valerie A. Chesnut • 

Dorothy A. Dlugolecki 

Of Counsel 

M. Lanning Fox • Robert A. Goldman  

Representing Treasure Coast Legal Clients since 1974 in 
matters regarding Business Litigation • Civil Litigation • 

Condominium and Homeowner Association Law •     
Corporate & Business Law • Construction Law • Estate 
Planning • Land Use, Environmental Law & Eminent 

Domain • Probate & Trust Administration • Real Estate • 
Tax Planning • Trials of disputes in all Federal and State 

Courts 

Law Office located at 
3461 SE Willoughby Boulevard 

Stuart, Florida  34994 

      www.foxmccluskey.com 

To all of the doctors, nurses, EMTs, 
law-enforcement, service industry, and 

everyone else on the front lines, 
THANK YOU 

for helping us get through this difficult time. 

The MCBA would like to thank all our annual 
sponsors for their support.

Annual Corporate Sponsors
Bronze Sponsors:

Caler, Donten, Levine, Cohen, Porter & Veil, P.A.
Esquire Deposition Solutions

Lawyers Reporting

Annual Law Firm Sponsors
Gold Sponsors:

Fox McCluskey Bush Robison PLLC
Kibbey Wagner

Vasallo, Bilotta, Friedman & Davis
Woodward Kelley Fulton & Kaplan

Silver Sponsors:
The Law Office of Jason D. Berger

Kogan & DiSalvo
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Congratulations to Gary S. Lesser, Michael S. Smith and 
Glenn Siegel of Lesser Lesser Landy & Smith PLLC for 
being named to Florida Trend’s 2020 Legal Elite.   Additional 
honors to Gary S. Lesser who was recognized as a member 
of the Legal Elite Hall of Fame.

Rafael J. Roca, Esq., a Florida Board-Certified Civil Trial Attorney with 
more than 30 years’ experience in Plaintiff’s Personal Injury representation, 
has joined the litigation team at the Law Offices of Craig Goldenfarb, P.A. in 
their West Palm Beach Office.

Donna E. DeMarchi has joined the Eberst Law Firm’s Stuart location in 
their litigation department.  Donna’s practice will continue to be representing 
individuals that have been injured due to someone else’s negligence.  Donna 
can be reached at:  772-225-4900 or ddemarchi@eberstlaw.com

Kudos to Brad Gould, a shareholder in Dean Mead’s Stuart and Fort Pierce 
offices, has been appointed as chair of the Tax Section of the American Bar 
Association’s S Corporations Committee for 2020-2022.  Brad previously 
served as Vice Chair.  His selection as chair represents peer recognition of 
his abilities and contributions to the work of the committee.

Gunster attorneys named to “Florida Trend’ Legal Elite 
2020.  The Gunster firm ranks among the top 5 in Florida 
with most honorees.  Congratulations to all of the attorneys 
recognized.
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The committee is pleased to announce the 2020 winners of the American 
Immigration Council, AILA and MCBA Celebrate America Creative Writing 
Contest.  With 51 students participating from 5 schools and 7 classrooms, 
we heard from students whose immigrant roots spanned over 20 countries.  

Despite the tough competition, 10-year-old Shiloh 
Gabriel Hunt was the unanimous favorite among 
our 8 judges this year. He scored significantly 
higher across the board receiving high marks 
in all categories: content/theme, presentation, 
creativity, and powerful message.  Shiloh, who 
completed his 5th grade year at JD Parker 
Elementary, was so excited about this writing 
contest, he began drafting his poem in the 
summer of 2019.  By the time school year began, 
he was already asking his teacher, Mrs. Kimberly 
Rooney, to review it.  Mrs. Rooney recalled that 
there wasn’t a week that passed that Shiloh didn’t 
ask about the competition.  As early as February 
of this year, he continued to ask her if he was a winner.  We have never 
seen this level of enthusiasm from a student, and based on his passion 
and convictions, his work did not disappoint us!  In his poem titled “Finally 
Protected,” Shiloh expresses his gratitude to the United States, which has 
given him solace, stability and permanence following the devastation of 
Hurricane Dorian.    

Our 2nd Place Finalist was Kimberly 
Soe who completed the 5th grade at 
Seawind Elementary School in Hobe 
Sound. Kimberly, who is 11, will start 
her 6th grade year at Murray Middle 
School in Stuart this fall. She lives 
with her mother, father, and brother; 

she tells us how her family is very important to her. 
One of her favorite things to do is to spend time 
playing with her brother. She has also spent a lot of 
time around her parents while they are working in the 
family’s store, Welcome Oriental Food Market which 
has been in Stuart for 17 years.   

Kimberly says that her family inspired her to write her submission for the contest titled 
“How Immigration Can Bring Benefits and Change to America.” Seeing her parents working 
tirelessly and knowing of the struggles and hardships that her immigrant parents encountered 
inspired 

I  C
Antonietta Brancaccio - Co-Chair

Angelina Castro - Co-Chair
Christopher Gaston - Co-Chair

Continued On Next Page . . .



A  2020The SideBar

19

her writing. Kimberly’s mother is from Taiwan and her father is from Burma.  Together they
have been a great source of inspiration in her life, and she continues to write independently 
about subjects in science and medicine that intrigue her.  When the opportunity arose to 
share her writing, Kimberly submitted her entry independent of other students in her class. 

Kimberley enjoys golfing and loves to read, especially astronomy books.  Although she has 7 
more years before her high school graduation, Kimberly is already making plans to study at 
Harvard and hoping that her trajectory is nothing short of outerspace!
Mike Choxom-Par was our 3rd Place Finalist from Ms. Virginia Daly’s class at Hope Rural 
Elementary.  This fall, he will begin the 6th grade at Indiantown Middle School.  Mike lives 
with his parents and sister, and his home is multilingual. He enjoys spending time with his 
family, and his favorite hobby is fishing, especially with his father. The canals near his home 
are where they go freshwater fishing. When he isn’t fishing, 
Mike said he likes to build creations with LEGO pieces. 

Mike likes to read and learn about the past. This interest in history 
is what Mike cited as his inspiration to submit his essay for this 
contest. In his work, Mike discusses the history of European 
immigrants fleeing persecution, famine, and genocide while 
recognizing that modern-day immigrants and indigenous people 
on our continent face similar struggles. Mike said reading about 
history introduced him to the stories of American immigration 
and the cumulative histories help explain the diversity of what 
makes America today.  

Although we regret not having been able to celebrate our winners 
in person, they have all expressed gratitude to the MCBA for 
supporting them and this competition.  The prize money will 
go a long way in making their summers a little more enjoyable.

Many thanks to all our committee members and supporters, especially Andrew Clopman, 
Eric Buetens, Maria Zequeira, Christopher Gaston, Golda Zimmerman, Maria Pedro, 
Usha Maharaj, Cory Rubal and Angelina Castro who helped make the 2020 competition a 
huge success.  Special thanks also to our past president Jason Berger for his encouragement 
and to the MCBA Board of Directors and AC Law, P.A. for providing financial support to cover 
our expenses for awards to the recipients and their teachers! Now let’s do it all again in for the 
2020-2021 contest!  Please send an E-mail to Angelina Castro at AACaaastro@@AACCLLawSSSolluuttioonsss.
com if you are interested in coordinating, recruiting, judging and/or providing financial 
support for next year’s competition.  

Continued From Previous Page . . .

Any article appearing herein may be reproduced provided credit is given both to The SideBar and the author of 
the article. Views and conclusions expressed in articles and ads herein are those of the authors or advertisers 
and not necessarily those of the officers, directors, or staff of the Martin County Bar Association. Further, the 
Martin County Bar Association and staff do not endorse any product or service advertised. All advertising is 
subject to approval. We regret any errors or omissions and such, if applicable, will be noted in future issues. 

Many of the professional head shot photos and candid photos appearing in this issue have been provided 
courtesy of: Legal Consulting Services, Inc.
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Foreclosure Committee
Brandon Forgione  - Chair

I hope everyone is healthy, 
safe, and looking forward to the 
upcoming year.  

The Foreclosure Committee is 
excited to continue to provide 
monthly case law updates and 
in-depth articles on key issues 
impacting the foreclosure 
community.  Your contributions 
are welcome and appreciated.  
If you are interested in joining 

the committee, or if you have ideas for articles or 
other general suggestions, please reach out to me 
at brandon@phflorida.com. 

—Foreclosure Moratorium Update—

On June 30, 2020, Governor Ron DeSantis 
signed Executive Order 20-159, which extended 
the COVID-19 moratorium on foreclosures and 
evictions through August 1, 2020.  For the latest 
information, including news about programs that 
may provide assistance to eligible borrowers, 
please visit www.floridahousing.org. 

— Jackson v. Household Finance Corporation III—
2020 WL 3580036 (Fla. July 2, 2020)

The Florida Supreme Court recently issued its 
split-decision opinion in Jackson v. Household 
Finance Corporation, III, which clarifies the 
applicable burdens under the business records 
exception to the hearsay rule—a heavily contested 
issue in many foreclosure cases.

The Court specifically addressed whether the 
proponent of a business record must go beyond 
the “magic words” comprising the exception’s four 
elements to satisfy its initial burden.  The majority 
held that testimony affirming the elements is 
alone sufficient and “reject[ed] the notion that the 
witness must also detail the basis for his or her 
familiarity with the relevant business practices 
of the company or give additional details about 
those practices as part of the initial foundation 
because this would be inconsistent with the plain 

language of the statute.”  Id. at 4.  The burden 
then shifts to the opposing party to prove that the 
records are untrustworthy or that they should 
not be admitted for some other reason.  See id.

The opinion resolved a conflict between the 
Second District’s opinion in Jackson v. Household 
Finance Corporation III, 236 So. 3d 117 (Fla. 2d 
DCA 2018) and the Fourth District’s opinion in 
Maslak v. Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., 190 So. 3d 656 
(Fla. 4th DCA 2016).  The majority sided with 
the Second District and disapproved the Fourth 
District’s opinion in Maslak.   

Welcome Back!
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Welcome back to the fall 2020 MCBA 
Admiralty Law Committee.  This year 
we will bring you the latest updates on 

admiralty and maritime cases from the federal 
courts, along with some of the happenings in 
the Florida Bar Admiralty Law Committee, the 
Southeast Admiralty Law Institute (SEALI), and 
the Maritime Law Association of the United States.   
It’s not too early to start thinking about attending 
the SEALI conference next year June 24 – 26th, 
2021, in Miami.  It’s a great place to meet other 
admiralty attorneys from the southeast and also 
earn up to 10 CLE credits.  If you send me your 
email addresses  I’ll forward you notifications of the 
various meetings of these admiralty organizations 
as they occur throughout the year.  

Admiralty jurisdiction.  What does it mean?  
When does it apply?  An admiralty and maritime 
claim falls within the meaning of Rule 9(h) of the 
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure and is within 
Admiralty subject matter jurisdiction of the 
federal courts based upon 28 USC §1333 and 
the U.S. Constitution, Article III, Section 2.   No 
diversity of the parties is required and there is no 
minimum amount for claims for damages.  

At all relevant times, the claim must pertain to 
a vessel in navigation, “an artificial contrivance 
that was capable of being used, and was in fact 
used, as a means of transportation on water.  
See 1 U.S.C. § 3.  It was not merely “practically 
capable of maritime transportation, Stewart v 
Dutra Construction, Co., 543 U.S. 481, 497, 125 
S. Ct. 1118, 160 L. Ed. 2d 932 (2005), it was 
actually capable of such use and was so used.  
A reasonable observer, looking to the physical 
characteristics and activities, would consider it 
designed to a practical degree for carrying people 
or things over water.” Lozman v. City of Riviera 
Beach, Fla., 133 S. Ct. 735, 741, 133 S. Ct. 735, 
184 L. Ed. 2d 604 (2013).

Navigating a vessel upon the navigable waters 
of the United States is a traditional maritime 
activity.  See: Jerome B. Grubart, Inc. v. Great 
Lakes Dredge & Dock Co., 513 U.S. 527, 540 

(1995) (“Navigation of boats in navigable 
waters clearly falls within the 
substantial relationship ... ”); 
Foremost Ins. Co. v. Richardson, 
457 U.S. 668 (1982); Sisson 
V. Ruby, 497 U.S. 358, 362 
(1990). 

Once a newly-built vessel has 
been “splashed”, it becomes a 
vessel in navigation subject to 
maritime jurisdiction as long as 
its on the navigable waters of the United States 
meaning waters subject to tidal flow or rivers and 
lakes that cross state boundaries.  

Maritime law has its own set of rules and 
procedures that can confound even seasoned 
practitioners.  Determining whether and how 
maritime law applies is just the first step.  

Respectfully submitted, 
Joanne Foster    772-286-7372 x207
jfoster @guyyudinlaw.com

ADMIRALTY JURISDICTION – WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

Admiralty Committee
Joanne Foster- Chair

Affinity Membership Program
Support your organizations’ fundraising efforts by joining today. We’ll 
make an annual contribution based upon the activity of participating 
members TD Bank accounts once program requirements have been met.

For more information, visit your local TD Bank 
or call 1-888-751-9000.

For more information, visit your local TD Bank
Call Trisha Hawthorne at 772.579.7450 
Provide MCBA’s Affinity code (AG345)  
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Appellate Committee
Donna Eng - Co-Chair

Carri Leininger - Co-Chair

The Appellate Committee Co-Chairs, Donna L. Eng and Carri 
Leininger, are busy planning a few Zoom CLE meetings for the 
year.  If you are interested in helping, or would like to send us 
some ideas, please email us at: deng@mrachek-law.com, and
Cleininger@wlclaw.com. 

Until then, we hope you and your families are staying safe and 
healthy. 

Welcome back to the 2020-2021 Bar year.

19th Circuit Judicial Nominating Commission
The MCBA will continue to post updates on the 19th Circuit JNC Commission meetings 
and deadlines for appointments to fill judicial vacancies as they become available at 
www.martincountybar.org

For more information, email martincountybarassociation@msn.com

COVID 19 Resources 
for Voluntary Bars:  a 

webpage providing a list 
of shared CLE and On-
Demand webinars and 

other resources to assist 
the legal profession.

https://www.floridabar.org/about/
volbars/covid19/
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RACE TO THE COURTHOUSE
Gene Zweben - Co-Chair
Sarah Vickers - Co-Chair

Judge Sponsor:   

 Jury Sponsor:     Fox McCluskey Bush Robison, PLLC
                             Guy, Yudin & Foster LLP
                             CenterState Bank 
      Kathryn L. McHale, LLC

 Evidence Bag Sponsor:  Gloretta H. Hall, P.A.

 In-Kind Sponsor: Fleet Feet
Natalies Orchid Island Juice Co.
Zweben Law Group

McCarthy, Summers, Wood, Norman, Melby & Schultz, P.A.

The Race to the Courthouse 5K has been postponed

New Date:  Saturday, October 3, 2020
You can still register.  Go to:  https://runsignup.

com/Race/FL/Stuart/TheRacetotheCourthouse5K

After all the staying at home, a nice run/walk 
through downtown Stuart in early October is a 

great way to kick off the fall.  You have 5 months to get ready!

Reminder: all proceeds of this Run benefit the Legal Aid Society of Martin County 
and MCBA Scholarships.  You can contribute by participating or sponsoring.

Visit the MCBA website at www.martincountybar.org
for upcoming events, committee meetings and more!

find us online
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Social Security Disability

Representing the injured and disabled 

for over 40 years.

2114 SE Rays Way 

Stuart, FL 34994 

Telephone: 772-288-1300 

Fax: 772-288-2135

Law Office Of 

Stephen M. Lewen

EXPERIENCE COUNTS!

J  SJ  S
Board Certified Civil Trial Lawyer

Donaldson & Weston
772-266-5555 

jsobel@dwinjurylaw.com
Offices in Stuart and West Palm Beach

Personal Injury

Trial Attorney

Happy summer all.  I am really looking forward to getting back to normal and 
hosting the CLE dinners.  Unfortunately, we will be in the middle of a three week 
trial in September and I will be out of the office most of the month of October on a 
cross country RV trip!  I think we will need to start in November.  As soon as I get 
the dates sorted out, I will post.  In the meantime, I need speakers.  If anyone has 
any suggestions for a topic or speakers, or would like to be a speaker, please let me 
know.  Plewis@mrachek-law.com

Paralegal Committee
Pam Lewis - Chair

9th Annual MCBA Tennis Tournament - Cancelled

The MCBA Tennis Tournament has been cancelled for 2020.  Please check future 
SideBar issues for further details on the tournament in 2021.  If any questions, 
please contact Ray Robison (772-287-4444 or robison@foxmccluskey.com).  

Thank you for everyone that has expressed interest in playing this year, as well as 
our sponsors, SEACOAST BANK and ESQUIRE DEPOSITION SERVICES, 
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W. Jay Hunston, Jr.
Mediator/Arbitrator/

Special Master

Since 2001, limiting his practice 
to all forms of effective dispute 
resolution, including, mediation, 
arbitration, special master, and 
private judging services.

• J.D. Stetson Univ. College of Law
• Fla. Bar Bd. Cert. Civil Trial Lawyer, 1983 - 2003
• Fla. Cert. Circuit Civil, Appellate & Family Mediator
• Member, AAA Roster of Neutrals for Commercial and 

Construction Arbitration & Mediation
• Qualified Fla. Arbitrator
• FINRA Approved Mediator
• Statewide Per Diem Rate Available Upon Request
• Hourly Rates Available (No Charge for Travel Time 

Within 15th, 19th & 17th Circuits)

P.O. Box 508, Stuart, FL 34995
(772) 223-5503; (800) 771-7780 - Office

(772) 223-4092 - Fax
Email; wjh@hunstonadr.com

Website Online Calendar: www.hunstonadr.com

Mark your Calendars!

Justice Major B. Harding American Inns of Court
2020 – 2021 Meeting Dates

September 9, 2020
October 21, 2020*

November 4, 2020 **
December 2, 2020**
January 13, 2021
February 10, 2021

March 10, 2021
April 14, 2021
May 12, 2021

June 2, 2021**

*Third week due to first skit being performed
**To be used as an alternative date if necessary
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Florida Free Legal Answers Program

Your local IT experts
Offering Remote Support

FOR ALL YOUR
BUSINESS COMPUTER NEEDS

Managed IT  Services

Managed Backups

Security Solutions

Hardware 
Management

772 285-9934
www.spiral.tech

Security. Data Pretection,
Remote Support, Hardware, Software

Integration and more!

Did you know that The Florida Bar provides free 
virtual legal information through its cooperative 
effort with the American Bar Association to low-
income Floridians via the Florida Free Legal 
Answers program?  
  
Members of the public can go to https://florida.
freelegalanswers.org to sign up and answer 
a few questions to see if they qualify to use the 
service (household income below 250 percent of 
federal poverty guidelines; have less than $10,000 
in total assets; be at least 18 years old; and not be 
incarcerated).  After registering, they may ask a 
specific question about noncriminal legal issues.  
The information users provide is confidential, and 
the answers are not associated with the user’s name. 
Lawyers will see only the information associated 
with a user’s legal issue.  Users will not know the 
name of the lawyers who answer their questions 
unless the lawyers choose to provide it, a user makes 
a specific request for the name of the lawyer or it is 
required by a court of law. 

More than a third of the 2,200 questions since its 
launch last year have related to family matters 
such as divorce, child support, adoption and name 
change. Another 16 percent were connected to 
housing or landlord/tenant issues. Other legal 
issues include domestic violence, bankruptcy, 
consumer issues, education, employment, workers’ 
compensation, wills and estate planning. Note 
that Florida Free Legal Answers does not answer 
questions on criminal law.  Florida lawyers may 
enroll to join the effort by visiting https://florida.
freelegalanswers.org, clicking on “Volunteer 
Attorney Registration” and agreeing to the attorney 
agreement.

For more information, visit: https://florida.
freelegalanswers.org or contact Mark Hohmeister 
(mhohmeister@floridabar.org  or 850-561-5764).
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Legal Resources / CLE
CLE seminars are available free of charge to all MCBA members through the Clerk of Court Office - 
Official Records Division at the Martin County Courthouse (1st Floor). Non-members may rent them 
for a fee. If you have new seminar suggestions, please e-mail martincountybarassociation@msn.com 
for consideration.
The Law library has relocated to the first floor reference area of the main branch of our Martin 
County library system, The Blake Library at 2351 SE Monterey Road in Stuart, with expanded hours 
of access to library patrons. Legal research assistance will continue to be offered Monday through 
Thursday (Noon to 4:00 p.m.); Blake Library hours are Monday – Thursday (10 a.m. to 8 p.m.) with 
all other days open 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. except for Sunday (closed).

Current CLE Seminars Available Include the Following: 

• MCBA Monthly Lunch Meeting – February 15, 2019.  Valid through 8/15/2020. Topic:  Diversity.  
Credits: 1.0 General and 1.0 Bias Elimination CLE Credit.

• 2019 John Romano’s Workhorse Seminar.  Valid through 8/31/2020.  Credits: 54.0 General; 
7.0 Ethics; 3.0 Technology CLE Credits.  Certification Hours: 50.0 Civil Trial.

• MCBA Monthly Lunch Meeting – March 15, 2019.  Valid through 9/15/2020.  Topic:  State of 
the Florida Bar.  Credits: 1.0 General CLE Credit. 

• MCBA Monthly Lunch Meeting – April 19, 2019.  Valid through 10/31/2020. Topic:  Cyber 
Security Trends of 2019 and How to Protect Yourself.  Credits:  1.0 General; 1.0 Technology CLE 
Credits.

• 2019 Family Law Section Legislative Update.  Valid through 11/9/2020. Credits:  2.0 General; 
Certification Hours: 2.0 Marital & Family Law.

• 2019 Survey of Florida Law.  Valid through 11/30/2020.  Credits:  14.5 General / 4.0 Ethics, 
1.0 Substance Abuse / 1.0 Technology; Maximum Certification Hours: 5.0 Hours. 5.0 Business 
Litigation, 1.0 City, County and Local Government Law, 4.0 Civil Trial, 1.0 Immigration and 
Nationality Law, 1.0 Juvenile Law, 2.0 Labor and Employment Law, 1.0 Marital and Family Law, 
1.0 Real Estate Law, 1.0 State/Federal Government & Admin Pract. 1.0 Tax Law, 1.0 Wills, Trusts 
and Estates

• Florida Law Update 2019; Valid through 12/31/2020.  Credits: 8.0 General, Certification 
Hours: 2.0 Business Litigation, 1.0 Criminal Appellate, 1.0 Criminal Trial, 1.0 Elder Law, 1.0 
Juvenile Law, 1.0 Labor & Employment, 1.0 Marital & Family Law, 1.0 Real Estate, 1.0 Wills, 
Trusts & Estates.

• 39th Annual Legislative & Case Law Update 2019: Valid through 1/31/2021.  Credits: 98.0 
General, 2.0 Ethics; Certification Hours: 8.0 Condo & Planned Development, 8.0 Real Estate, 8.0 
Tax, 8.0 Wills Trusts 7 Estates.

• MCBA Monthly Lunch Meeting - August 16, 2019.  Valid through 2/28/2021. Topic:  State of 
the The Florida Bar. Credits:  1.0 General CLE Credit and 1.0 Technology CLE Credit.  

• MCBA Monthly Lunch Meeting - September 20, 2019. Valid through 3/31/2021. Topic:  Election 
Legislative Updates and Martin County Youth in Government Program.  Credits: 1.0 General 

• MCBA Monthly Lunch Meeting – October 18, 2019.  Valid through 4/30/2021. Topic:  Overview 
of the Public Defender and State Attorney Offices, Credits: 2.0 General, 2.0 Technology

• MCBA Monthly Lunch Meeting - February 21, 2020.  Valid through 8/31/2020.  Topic:  Diversity 
and Juvenile Justice;  Credits:  2.0 General, 2.0 Bias Elimination; Certification Credits:  2.0 
Juvenile Law

• Parenting Plans from Start to Finish. Valid through 8/21/2021.  Credits:  Marital and Family 
Law 7.5 hours; Professional Responsibility 1.0 credit hour; Ethics 1.0 credit hour; Technology 1.0 
credit hour.

• MCBA Monthly Lunch Meeting - February 21, 2020.  Valid through 8/31/2021.  Topic:  Diversity 
and Juvenile Justice;  Credits:  2.0 General, 2.0 Bias Elimination; Certification Credits:  2.0 
Juvenile Law
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The Florida Bar Updates / Board of Governors’ Report
GREG WEISS - 19TH CIRCUIT BOG REPRESENTATIVE

Keep updated on Florida Bar initiatives and Board of Governors information, 
meeting minutes and reports by visiting the website regularly!

A direct link can be found at The Florida Bar’s 
home page (www.floridabar.org) by clicking the 

“About The Bar” 

Notice: Your clients and the public at large can now access online courses directly through the MCBA website.  
They are fast, convenient, and inexpensive - available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. All instructions are 
included online and programs can be started/stopped, picking up where you left off, as many times as 
you like. Help the MCBA promote this community service while generating income to support local 
initiatives!

Florida Online Traffic School Courses:

• Basic Driver Improvement 4-hour course (Traffic Ticket - TCAC)
• First-time Driver 4-hour course
• Advanced Driver Improvement 12-hour course (ADI / Judge-ordered class)
• Florida Mature Driver Program 6-hour course

All traffic courses are approved by the Florida Department of Highway Safety & Motor Vehicles and sponsored 
by the American Safety Council.

Parent Education and Family Stabilization Online Course:

This 4-hour course is required by Florida law for concerned parties seeking to obtain a final judgment of 
dissolution of marriage in Florida when minor children are involved. The course is approved by the Department 
of Children & Families and provided by a division of the University of Continuing Education.

The courses are provided via the American Safety Council which is the leading source for online driver 
education, workplace safety training, continuing education, online business and security solutions, and more!

O  R  O   T  MCBA
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19th Judicial Circuit COVID Update

Effective July 17, 2020, ury Trials are suspended at all courthouses within the 
Ninteenth Judicial Circuit for an indeterminate period of time

Effective July 20, 2020, Martin County courthouse rolls back to Phase 1 operations 
with limited in-person access. Phase 2 remains in all other counties of Indian River, 
Okeechobee and St. Lucie. County 

Courthouses reopened June 1, 2020 – many cases will continue to be conducted by Zoom 
or other teleconferencing means. Check your case status by contacting the clerk before 
heading to court.

Beginning Monday, June 1, 2020, if you are a person seeking to enter the courthouse for 
an in-person proceeding please be aware of the following requirements:

Upon entry to the courthouse, your temperature will be taken in a non-intrusive manner.

Persons with temperatures over 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit will be denied entry into the 
courthouse.

All persons entering the courthouse will be asked:

1. Have you recently had close contact with a person with COVID-19?
2. Have you been diagnosed with COVID-19, are you waiting for test results, or do you 

have a cough, fever, or shortness of breath, or other symptoms of COVID-19?
3. Have you recently traveled from somewhere outside the United States or on a cruise 

ship?

You will be required to wear a face covering.

Please bring your own face covering if you have one.

All individuals shall observe social distancing within courthouses by maintaining the 
recommended minimum six-foot distance from other individuals.

Frequently sanitize your hands while you are in the courthouse.

You are encouraged to bring hand sanitizer in a 3 oz. or less pour or pump-style plastic 
bottle. Spray bottles are not permitted inside the courthouse.

Please bring information regarding your court case, including case number, name of the 
presiding judge, date and time of your hearing.

Questions may be addressed to publicinformation@circuit19.org
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Links, Jobs and LegislationLinks, Jobs and Legislation  

Martin County Ordinances

Visit
 www.martincountybar.org 

for resources, links, events and member 
contact & practice area information.

19th Judicial Circuit Court of Florida 

Court administration, judicial  
assignments, programs, job 

opportunities and other resources: 
www.circuit19.org

Emergency Hotline / Info: 772.742.9229

All Martin County ordinances may be found on 
the County website: 

https://www.martin.fl .us. 
Click on Departments, County Attorney, County 

Code & Ordinances. 
See ordinance list on right side of web page

(ex: Ordinances 800-849). 

Track Legal Legislation

For more detailed information on specific legislation being tracked by the Bar, visit 
the Legislation Committee’s webpage on the 

Bar website at this link: 
http://www.floridabar.org/cmdocs/bd160.nsf/WDOCS

Florida Bar Appointments / Vacancies
For applications and complete details, visit: www.floridabar.org

19th Circuit Appointments / Vacancies
For applications and complete details, visit: http://www.circuit19.org/careers.html

All City of Stuart ordinances may be 
found on the City website:

 www.cityofstuart.us. 

Click on link at the bottom of the page.

City of Stuart Ordinances
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Please join us for MCBA’s CLE Monthly Meeting, 
Friday, August 21, 2020

M  C  B  A
PO B  2197
S , FL 34995-2197

When:

Where:

Menu:  

Topic:

CLE:

Friday, August 21, 2020
12:00 Noon

Zoom

Florida Supreme Court Justice Jorge Labarga

The Roll of the Judicial Branch During Time of Societal Division

1.0 General CLE Credit

Please RSVP to: martincountybarassociation@msn.com 
No later than August 14, 2020

Zoom call details will be sent no later than August 19, 2020 to members who RSVP.


