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Published monthly, excluding June & July, 
by the Martin County Bar Association as a 
service to its membership.

If you have an article, opinion, news or 
other information for publication in the 
SideBar, please call (772) 220-8018 or 
email information to:
martincountybarassociation@msn.com

The due date for all advertisements, 
articles and announcements is the 1st

of the month preceding publication. MCBA 2019 - 2020 Executive Board:
President: 

Jason D. Berger
Vice President: 

Barbara Kibbey Wagner

Treasurer:
Jeffrey Friedman

Secretary:
Adam G. Schwartz

Immediate Past President:
Barbara Kreitz Cook
Executive Director:

Robyn O’Heron
Voicemail Line: (772) 220-8018  EMail: martincountybarassociation@msn.com Website: www.martincountybar.org

On Friday, November 20 2019, the Executive Board of 
the Martin County Bar Association (MCBA) will welcome 
Florida Supreme Court Justice Robert J. Luck as the 
guest speaker at our monthly CLE Luncheon.  The meeting 
will be held at the Kane Center (900 SE Salerno Road) in 
Stuart.  Networking begins at 11:30 a.m. and lunch will 
be served promptly at noon.

Justice Robert J. Luck was appointed to the Florida Supreme 
Court by Governor Ron DeSantis on January 14, 2019. He 
previously served on the Third District Court of Appeal in 
Miami after his appointment there by Governor Rick Scott 
in March 2017.

Earlier, Justice Luck served on the Eleventh Judicial Circuit Court of Florida 
from September 2013 to March 2017. He presided in the Criminal, Civil, and 
Appellate Divisions. Justice Luck, in his years as a trial court judge, tried 
seventy jury trials, and heard dozens of appeals from the county court and 
municipal agencies. Justice Luck was appointed to the circuit court in 2013 
and was elected by the voters of Miami-Dade County to retain his seat in 2016.

Prior to his service on the bench, Justice Luck was an Assistant United 
States Attorney for the Southern District of Florida. In his years as a Federal 
prosecutor, he was assigned to the Appeals, Major Crimes, and Economic 
Crimes Sections of the U.S. Attorney’s Offi ce. Justice Luck tried nineteen jury 
trials before the Federal District Court and argued three appeals to the United 
States Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit. In his fi nal year in the offi ce, 
he was a Deputy Chief in the Major Crimes Section.

Earlier in his career, Justice Luck was a legislative correspondent for two 
United States Senators, a law clerk and staff attorney to Circuit Judge Edward 
E. Carnes on the United States Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit, and 
a part of the Greenberg Traurig fi rm’s appellate section. Justice Luck received 
his Juris Doctor from the University of Florida Levin College of Law magna cum 
laude and was asked to join the Order of the Coif. Justice Luck also served as 
Editor-in-Chief of the Florida Law Review. Justice Luck received his Bachelor 
of Arts in Economics from the University of Florida with highest honors.

Justice Luck, like his father before him, was born and raised in Miami-Dade 
County. He is a product of the Miami-Dade County public schools, graduating 
from North Miami Beach Senior High School. 

Thank you to this month’s CLE Sponsor: 

There is no charge for MCBA 
members; guests are welcome and can pay the $30 lunch fee* at the door.  
To RSVP, contact (772) 220-8018 or martincountybarassociation@msn.
com by Friday, October 11, 2019.  RSVP is required for all attendees.

*Note:  Guests who RSVP but do not attend will be responsible for paying the $30 lunch fee(s).

Please Join Us on November 15, 2019

p
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We have a lot to 
be thankful for:

During September, all 
of us in some way or 
another were affected by 
Hurricane Dorian.  Our 
community was very 
fortunate, and we have a 
great deal to be thankful 
for.  Unfortunately, many 
others (especially those 
in the Bahamas) suffered 
extreme devastation. 

Many within our local and legal community, 
including Operation 300 and our Past President 
Greg Weiss (and his team of contributors) have 
volunteered to assist. As Sir Winston Churchill 
so eloquently stated: “We make a living by what 
we get, but we make a life by what we give.”  
Please consider donating your time or money to 
any of these great causes.  

Our Constitution:  

As we gear up for Thanksgiving weekend, there 
really is great deal to be thankful for.  Judge 
Burton Conner began his court proceedings 
with, “We live in the Greatest Republic of all 
times, and one of our most important freedoms 
is the freedom of expression. If you would like 
to do so, but you don’t have to if you don’t want 
to, please join me in the Pledge of Allegiance.”  
In having championed the Bill of Rights and 
the Constitution this past month, we start off 
by being thankful for our many freedoms.  The 
freedom of speech, the freedom of religion, the 
freedom of the press, the right to peacefully 
assemble, the right to bear arms, the protection 
from unreasonable search and seizures, the right 
to counsel, and the right not to be deprived of 
life, liberty and property without due process of 
law are some of the very basic and fundamental 
freedoms that each of us are afforded under our 
Constitution.  

Constitution Week:

Coming off another successful Constitution 

Week, as is our custom every year, our members 
volunteered to educate thousands of students in 
Martin County.  We would like to acknowledge 
and thank those who were able to participate 
this year: our annual leader Judge Alan Forst, 
Angelina Castro, Kathy and Mark Cullen, 
Dana Earle, Wes Harvin, Martin Kofsky, Judge 
Michael Linn, Kathy McHale, Mark Miller, 
Christine Moreno (and her team), Richard 
Levenstein, Judge Kathleen Roberts, Adam 
Schwartz, Jordan Showe, Darren Shull, Judge 
Darren Steele, Marc Teplitz, Julie Treacy, 
Jessica Van Valkenburgh, Judge Jennifer 
Waters, Tyson Waters, Donald Watson, Linda 
Weiksnar, and Peggy Wood. 

We would also like to thank Judge Conner for 
his foresight and his wisdom in reminding and 
instilling us with the virtues of the freedoms that 
we hold so very dear.

Florida Rural Legal Services, Inc./ Nineteenth 
Judicial Circuit Bench Bar Conference:

On Friday, November 1, we will have our 
annual Nineteenth Judicial Circuit Bench 
Bar Conference at the Hutchinson Shores 
Resort and Spa. This year’s Law Day Fair 
will be held on May 1, 2020. We have been 
fortunate to have a very active and successful 
partnership between the Martin County Legal 
Aid Society and Florida Rural Legal Services, 
Inc., here on the Treasure Coast, providing free 
legal services in Housing, Family Law, Public 
Benefi ts, Individual Rights, Consumer Rights, 
Elder Law, and Education among other areas.  
We would like to acknowledge and thank our 
Pro Bono Committee Co-Chairs Jane Cornett 
and Maxine Noel, our Martin County Legal 
Aid Society attorney Maryann Diaz, all of our 
MCBA members who have volunteered their 
time and efforts through FRLS, and our 
MCBA partners at FRLS: Amy Burns, Carolyn 
Fabrizio, Domenic Landolina, Megan Root, 
and Angela Thompson.   

Thanksgiving: 

We really have a lot be thankful for: our families, 
our friends, our colleagues, our profession and 

Continued On Next Page . . .

Message From the President
Martin County Bar President - Jason Berger, Esq.
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Continued From Previous Page . . .

our Bar Association. We hope that everyone 
enjoys the Thanksgiving festivities, including 
a turkey dinner and a rendition of the Adam 
Sandler “Thanksgiving Song!”  

Love to eat turkey
‘Cause it’s good
Love to eat turkey
Like a good boy should
‘Cause it’s turkey to eat
So good

And with that said, we wish you and yours a very 
Happy Thanksgiving. 

Jason Berger, Esq.
President
Martin County Bar Association

Jaaasssossssss n Berger Esq

It is with sadness that the Martin County Bar 
Association Executive Board announces the passing of 

Adam Stephen Doner, 
a longtime MCBA member

Adam passed away on Sunday, October 6, 2019 
at the age of 61.

Our thoughts and condolences go out to 
Adam’s family and many friends.  

He will be missed by so many.

In Memoriam

Visit the MCBA website at www.martincountybar.org
for upcoming events, committee meetings and more!

find us online
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Social Committee
R. Wayne Richter - Co-Chair

Brandon Woodward - Co-Chair

Most American school children 
know the story of the “fi rst” 
Thanksgiving: in 1621 at 
Plymouth Massachusetts, the 
pilgrims held a feast to celebrate 
a good harvest with native 
Americans.  (Actually, the fi rst 

Thanksgiving in the American colonies was 
celebrated two years earlier in Virginia.)  But most 
people do not know the somewhat complicated 
story about how Thanksgiving became a federally 
recognized holiday. 
 
George Washington Proclaims the First Offi cial 
Thanksgiving

In October of 1789, President Washington 
proclaimed Thursday, November 26, to be a day 
to offer “sincere and humble thanks” for victory in 
the Revolutionary War and for “the great degree 
of tranquility, union, and plenty, which we have 
since enjoyed.”  John Adams twice proclaimed 
a day of Thanksgiving, but Thomas Jefferson, 
who was not religious, did not.  James Madison 
proclaimed a day of Thanksgiving following the 
end of the War of 1812.  

Mary Had A Little Lamb and Some Turkey Too

During the fi rst half of the 19th century, 
Thanksgiving was primarily a regional holiday.  
It was celebrated throughout New England and 
the Northeast.  States would proclaim the holiday 
individually.  In some states, Thanksgiving was 
in October, in others it was in January.  In the 
South, Thanksgiving was pretty much unheard 
of.  It became a nationwide celebration largely due 
to the efforts of Sarah Josepha Hale, who is best 
known for being the author of the nursery rhyme 
“Mary Had a Little Lamb.”  Beginning in 1846, 
she campaigned tirelessly to make Thanksgiving 

a national holiday.  She wrote 
numerous editorials and letters 
to fi ve different presidents 
trying to persuade them to make 
Thanksgiving a holiday.  Finally, 
in 1863 President Lincoln 
declared a “Day of Thanksgiving 
and Praise” to be celebrated on the last Thursday 
of November.  Lincoln’s proclamation made 
Thanksgiving a national tradition.

Franksgiving

By the early 20th century, many traditions 
associated with Thanksgiving, pumpkin 
pie, parades, football games were common.  
Thanksgiving was always celebrated on the last 
Thursday of November.  However, in 1939 there 
were fi ve Thursdays in November.  America was 
still in the midst of the Great Depression.  At that 
time, it was considered inappropriate to advertise 
for the Christmas shopping before Thanksgiving.  
At the urging from the head of Macy’s department 
store, Franklin Roosevelt moved Thanksgiving 
to the fourth Thursday in November to give 
stores an extra week of Christmas shopping.  
This move was hugely unpopular and dubbed 
“Franksgiving.”  Many people celebrated on the 
last Thursday of November instead.  In 1940 and 
1941, November had four Thursdays, and FDR 
proclaimed Thanksgiving on the third Thursday.

In 1941, Congress passed a compromise.  
Beginning in 1942, Thanksgiving would be the 
fourth Thursday of November.  FDR signed the 
bill, permanently affi xing the date of Thanksgiving 
as a federal holiday.

THE LEGAL HISTORY OF THANKSGIVING
BRANDON WOODWARD, SOCIAL COMMITTEE CO-CHAIR
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Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events!
FRLS/Legal Aid Society of Martin County/MCBA Pro-Se Clinics
1:30 – 4:00 p.m.
1:30 – 4:00 p.m.
9:00 – 11:30 a.m.

Monthly:   
1st & 3rd Tuesday 
2nd & 4th Thursday 
3rd Thursday 

November 19, 2019   

November 28 – 29, 2019   

November 9, 2019   

November 11, 2019   

November 12, 2019   

November 13, 2019   

November 15, 2019   

November 18, 2019   

November 1, 2019 

November 7, 2019

FAWL CLE
Speaker:  Jeanmarie Whalen
12:00 noon @ Mrachek, Fitzgerald, Rose, Konopka, Thomas and Weiss.
Happy Thanksgiving - Courthouse Closed

Florida Gator Tom Warner Tailgate
University of Florida

Labor & Employment Law Committee Lunch 
Speaker:  Jeffrey Grubman
Open to all MCBA Members

Wills, Trusts & Estates Committee Meeting
Topic:  Judiciary Meeting
Noon @ McCarthy Summers, Wood, Norman, Melby & Schultz
RSVP by noon Nov 11 to: dpm@mccarthysummers.com

Paralegal Committee Meeting
Speaker:  Judge Steven Levin
5:30 p.m. @ Mrachek Law
RSVP by Nov. 8 to Pam Lewis 

Monthly CLE Luncheon
Speaker:  Florida Supreme Court Justice Robert J. Luck
11:30 a.m. Kane Center
RSVP by November 8, 2019 to:
martincountybarassociation@msn.com
See page 2 and 44 for more details

Judicial Relations Committee Speaker Series Meeting
Speaker:  Judge Steven Levin
11:45 a.m. @ McCarthy, Summers, Wood, Norman, Melby & Schultz
RSVP by November 16 to jmv@mccarthysummers.com

19th Judicial Circuit Bench Bar Conference
8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at Hutchinson Shores Resort & Spa

Implicit Bias / Diversity Training
Speaker:  Jeffrey Shearer
1:00 – 3:00 p.m. @ Martin County Courthouse – Jury Room
Applying for CLE Credit 
RSVP to:  martincountybarassociation@msn.com
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Education:
Undergrad:   University of Florida
Law School:  University of Miami

How long have you been practicing law?
34 years

How long have you been a judge? 
14 years

Why did you want to be an attorney and/or 
Judge?  
An attorney - desire to learn the law.  
A judge - respect for the law.

What do you like most about it?  
The challenge; thinking; analyzing; problem 
solving.

What don’t you like?  
Rudeness and arrogance.

What are the biggest changes you have seen 
through the years?  
Technology.

How do you defi ne success?  
Personal well-being.

Who inspires you?  
Honest, humble, hard-working people.

Who has been the most infl uential person in 
your career?  
Mostly self-driven, with support from family, 
friends and colleagues.  

If you could choose anyone as a mentor, who 
would you choose?  
Rosa Parks.

What is the best piece of advice you have ever 
received?  
Follow your heart.

What advice would you give to someone 
looking to become an attorney?  
Speak softly and carry a big stick.

If you weren’t an attorney, what would you be 
doing?  
Cliché in a corner booth?

If you could switch places with someone for a 
day, who would it be? 
POTUS.

What’s on your bucket list?  
Don’t have one.

If you could visit anywhere in the world, where 
would you go?  
Yellowstone National Park, USA.

What is something that people don’t know 
about you and might be surprised to learn? 
I love country music!

Member Spotlight
Honorable Barbara Bronis
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MCBA Community Outreach

The Martin County Bar is rolling out a new feature 
every month, our “A Better Bar, A Better You,” 
where we highlight a local charity as well as a 
spotlight on volunteers in the community.

This month we would like to recognize our Social 
Media Chair Director, Miss Jeanette Lugo, for 
her amazing philanthropic efforts throughout the 
years. Most recently, Ms. Lugo helped the Elderly 
at the Kane center for the Day Club. Thanks, 
Jeanette!

Our highlighted “cause” this month is Elev8 
Hope. This non-profi t charity provides services 
to everyone from children and the elderly, and 
homeless families. Elev8Hope is doing amazing 
things in our community - especially for victims 
and families of domestic violence and abuse who 
have no support system or anywhere else to go.  
Elev8Hope is non-funded and run by students 
(with the guidance of CEO/Founder Rinamarie 

Shpiruk and a dedicated Board of Professionals).  
Elev8Hope partners with the school district, 
sheriff’s offi ce, fi re department and other 
organizations to identify those in need and then 
provide the necessary resources.

To fi nd out more about Elev8Hope, go to their 
website:  https://elev8hope.org/ or visit their 
facebook page: 
Elev8hope Compassion in Action.   They have 
a fundraising event on April 25, 2020:   a Lip 
Sync Battle at the Lyric Theatre Sponsorship 
opportunities are available.

 If you would like to volunteer with Elev8Hope, 
or be involved with our volunteer efforts please 
contact our Community Philanthropy Liaison, 
Jonathon Alford, at jalford@kibbeylaw.com or 
(772) 286-0023.

New Feature:  A Better Bar, A Better You

United Way White Dove Toy Drive

Two ways to donate
Bring an unwrapped toy to the November 20, 2019 Luncheon 

OR

Attend the Holiday Mixer on Tuesday, December 3, 2019
5:30 – 7:30 p.m.

Vine & Barley
301 St. Lucie Avenue, Stuart

Bring an unwrapped toy and non-perishable food
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The Judicial Relations Committee would like to thank the following 
Fall Reception Sponsors for their generous support.

Gold Sponsors:

Silver Sponsor:

George W. Bush Jr., Tribute Sponsor: 
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MCBA / Tom Warner Gator Tailgate
University of Florida Gators vs Vanderbilt Commodores

November 9, 2019

The MCBA and Gator Tailgate Committee would like to thank the following 
sponsors for their generous contribution in support of the 

1st Annual MCBA / Tom Warner Gator Tailgate.  

John Battista / Grall Law Group
Jason Berger / The Law Offi  ces of Jason D. Berger

Robin Bresky / The Law Offi  ces of Robin Bresky
Scott Konopka / Mrachek
Daryl Krauza / Dean Mead

Andy Reich / Reich & Mancini

It’s GREAT to be a FLORIDA GATOR!

ger
ky

R!

Professionalism Award Recipient Announced at Judicial Reception

The 5th Annual MCBA Professionalism Award was awarded during the October 24, 2019 
Judicial Reception in a two-part ceremony. 

First, with the late George W. Bush, Jr.’s family in attendance, Chad Hastings and other 
MCBA leaders surprised the guests with the unveiling of a beautiful plaque to list each year’s 
winners.  The top of the plaque included the newly-announced re-named award – the George 
W. Bush MCBA Professionalism Award.  The hope is that many years in the future, recipients 
of this honor will pause to refl ect on the civility, professionalism, and ethical standards 
demonstrated by George throughout his life and throughout his legal career.

Secondly, Professionalism Committee Co-Chair Beth Alcalde thanked everyone for nominating 
strong candidates for consideration, and then Beth announced that this year’s recipient is the 
late Ted Mortell.  Jack Sobel, who nominated Ted for this recognition, then added heartfelt 
thoughts about Ted’s community involvement, legal acumen, and his lasting legacy.
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SIDEBAR

**If you are a full-time Government attorney you may be entitled to a reduction in dues – call (772) 220-8018. 

SideBar 

Renew your 2019 - 2020 Membership today
Renewals are due on July 1st each year.
We have an exciting year planned and don’t want 
you to miss any of it!
The application can be downloaded from the MCBA 
Website at: www.martincountybar.com

Your MCBA membership includes:

• Monthly CLE Luncheons at NO COST
• FREE Law Library CLE Benefi ts and 
• Eligibility to participate in the Courthouse 

Badge Program.



N  2019 The Side Bar

12

The Young Lawyers Division would like to give a special thank 
you to One Love Group with Keller Williams Treasure Coast 
Realty for sponsoring mini-golf/happy hour at PopStroke on 
September 13, 2019. A great time was had by all. Stay tuned for 
YLD’s next event! 

Young Lawyers Division
Jeanette Lugo - Co-Chair

Matthew Worsham - Co-Chair

Wills, Trusts & Estates Committee
Nancy Ferraro  - Co-Chair
Nicola Melby  - Co-Chair

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

The next Meeting of the 2019-2020 MCBA Wills, Trusts and Estates 
Committee will be held on Tuesday, November 12, 2019 at noon.  
We will meet at the offices of McCarthy, Summers, Wood, Norman, 
Melby & Schultz, P.A., and lunch will be provided. 

Please RSVP to Diane Meislohn at dpm@mccarthysummers.com  
by Noon on Monday, November 11, 2019, so we have an accurate 
head count to order lunch. 

Following is the 2019-2020 schedule with tentative topics:

November 12, 2019:
January 14, 2020:                                  
March 10, 2020:                            
May 12, 2020: 

Judiciary Meeting
Able Update
E Wills and E Notary 
Legislative Wrap Up and/or Social



N  2019The Side Bar

13

• IOTA and Escrow Accounts

• Business Checking or Analysis Business Checking Accounts

• First Order of 3 on-a-page business checks at no charge

• Online Cash Management Banking with a sophisticated Wire
Transfer & Ach Module Available

• Positive Pay – Check Reconciliation System as a Fraud Deterrent

• Remote Deposit Capture

• Operating Lines of Credit*

• Term Loans for Purchases of Commercial Real Estate*

• 401K Advisory Services

As a legal professional, we know your time is valuable. CenterState Bank is one of the largest Florida

based community banks that specialize in building relationships with business owners and

professionals. With a full range of commercial banking products and a team of experienced local

bankers, we deliver a high level of service to ensure that your banking is easy, flexible and enjoyable.

For Your Practice: For You and Your Employees:

• Personal Accounts for Yourself and
Your Employees

• Free Initial Order of Personal Checks

• Free Internet, Bill Pay and Mobile Banking

• Home Equity Lines of Credit at very competitive
rates and terms*

• Investment and Wealth Services

Introducing Legal Edge...

A unique group of

banking services

created especially for

Legal Practices.

“

”
“Legal Edge” Banking Service

C e n t e r S t a t e B a n k . c o m   
Dec. 2017

*Subject to credit approval
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Appellate Committee
Donna Eng - Co-Chair

Carri Leininger - Co-Chair

When we think of appeal fi ling 
deadlines, we think of them as 
absolute, and when we think 
of missing a deadline, images 
of an extremely uncomfortable 
phone call with our malpractice 
carrier comes to mind.  In state 
court, you’d be right to worry, 
but in Federal Court, not so 
much.

In state court, you have 30 
days from the date your order 
was rendered to fi le a notice 
of appeal.  See Fla. R. App. P. 
9.110 and 9.130(b)).  Also, pity 
will be taken on you if you fi le 
in the wrong court or forget 
to pay the fi ling fee.  But if 
you miss the fi ling deadline, 
your appeal will be dismissed 
for lack of jurisdiction.  A late 
notice of appeal in state court 

is not something that can be fi xed because the 
rule is jurisdictional.  See Hawks v. Walker, 409 
So.2d 524, 525 (Fla.Dist.Ct.App. 5th Dist. 1982) 
(holding a timely notice of appeal must be fi led 
within 30 days in order for this court to have 
jurisdiction; late fi ling is a defect no one can 
correct, not even the court).

In Federal Court, the analysis is not as straight 
forward.  Pursuant to Federal Rule of Appellate 
Procedure 4(a)(1)(A), notice of appeal in a civil 
case is similarly required within 30 days after 
entry of the judgment or order appealed from.  
And just as in state court, federal courts lack 
jurisdiction over appeals fi led outside the 30-day 
period.  , 551 U.S. 205, 209-210 
(2007).  Notwithstanding the 30-day deadline, 
however, Fed. R. App. P. 4(a)(5) allows the appeal 
period to be extended an additional 30 days upon 
a showing of “excusable neglect or good cause.” 

And herein is where the ‘rub’ lies.  At fi rst glance, 
it would seem that since the 30-day appeal period 
is jurisdictional, so too must be the extension 
period under Rule 4(a)(5)(C).  According to the 

U.S. Supreme Court, this is not so.  In Hamer 
v. Neighborhood Housing Serv of Chicago, 583 
U.S. ___ (2017), Hamer fi led an unemployment 
discrimination suit wherein the district court 
granted the defendant’s summary judgment and 
dismissed her claim.  Before Hamer’s notice of 
appeal was due, her attorneys fi led a motion to 
withdraw and for an extension of the appeal fi ling 
deadline.  The district court granted a 60-day 
extension even though Rule 4(a)(5)(C) limits such 
extensions to 30 days.  The Court of Appeals went 
on to dismiss the appeal for lack of jurisdiction as 
untimely.  A unanimous Supreme Court vacated 
holding that only statutory time limitations affect 
a court’s jurisdiction, and since Rule 4(a)(5)(C)’s 
limitation on extensions of time to fi le a notice of 
appeal is not statutorily derived, it therefore is not 
jurisdictional, but rather a court-made rule subject 
to “forfeiture” or other “equitable considerations.”

The Supreme Court’s decision in Hamer suggests 
that, at least in Federal Court, the failure to meet 
an appeal fi ling deadline is not necessarily fatal.

When is 30 Days Not 30 Days – When You’re in Federal Court
Submitted by Carri Leininger
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Paralegal Committee
Pamela Lewis - Chair

Be sure to join us on November 13, 2019 to hear Judge Steven Levin speak.  

He will give us an update on paralegal duties and laws.  And an update on our 
specialty courts such as Drug Court, Mental Health Court and Veteran’s Court and 
how the opioid epidemic has affected the courts.   

Please join us after work – 5:30 p.m. at Mrachek Law, 1000 SE Monterey Commons 
Blvd., Suite 306, Stuart, Florida.  RSVP by 11/08/19.

Hey Paralegals:  As a thank you to the Martin County Bar for sponsoring our 
CLE meetings, the Paralegal Chair and Mrachek Law are collecting brand new, 
never used Plush Toys to donate to the 19th Judicial Circuit.  The toys will be for the Judges and 
Deputies to give to young children in court who may be stuck in devastating family situations.  

Please drop off your donation to Mrachek Law, 1000 SE Monterey Commons Blvd., Suite 306, 
Stuart anytime between 9:00 am and 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.

Thank you in advance for your generous donations!

2020 JUDICIAL NOMINATING COMMISSION NOMINATIONS TO BE MADE
 
Judicial Nominating Commissions: One lawyer vacancy for each of the 26 JNCs. The Florida 
Bar has the opportunity to nominate three lawyers for each JNC to Gov. Ron DeSantis for 
his appointment. Each appointee will serve a four-year term, commencing July 1, 2020. 
Applicants must be members of The Florida Bar engaged in the practice of law and a resident 
of the territorial jurisdiction served by the commission to which the member is applying. 
Commissioners are not eligible for state judicial offi ce for vacancies fi lled by the JNC on 
which they sit for two years following completion of their term.
 
Persons interested in applying for these vacancies may download the JNC application from 
The Florida Bar’s website, or should call Bar headquarters at (850) 561-5757, to obtain the 
application form. Completed applications must be received by the executive director, The 
Florida Bar, 651 East Jefferson Street, Tallahassee, Florida, 32399-2300 or submitted via 
e-mail to jncform@fl abar.org no later than 5:30 p.m on Monday, December 16. Resumes 
will not be accepted in lieu of the required application.  The Board of Governors will review 
all applications and may request telephone or personal interviews.

19th Circuit Judicial Nominating Commission
The MCBA will continue to post updates on the 19th Circuit JNC Commission meetings 
and deadlines for appointments to fi ll judicial vacancies as they become available at 
www.martincountybar.com

For more information, email martincountybarassociation@msn.org
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U.S Department of Labor 
Issues Final Overtime Rule.

In September 2019 the DOL 
fi nally issued its fi nal rule 
on overtime, interpreting 
the requirements under the 
federal Fair Labor Standards 
Act (FLSA).  The outcome of 
this rule is expected to make 
1.3 million American workers 
newly eligible for overtime pay.  

This will have a big impact on Florida employers 
and businesses should immediately begin 
planning whether they need to make changes to 
their pay practices.

The fi nal rule updates the earnings thresholds 
necessary to exempt executive, administrative 
and professional employees from the Fair Labor 
Standards Act’s minimum wage and overtime 
pay requirements, and allows employers to 
count a portion of certain bonuses/commissions 
towards meeting the salary level.

In the fi nal rule, the DOL is:

• raising the “standard salary level” from the 
currently enforced level of $455 per week to 
$684 per week (equivalent to $35,568 per 
year for a full-year worker);

• raising the total annual compensation 
requirement for “highly compensated 
employees” from the currently enforced level 
of $100,000 per year to $107,432 per year;

• allowing employers to use nondiscretionary 
bonuses and incentive payments (including 
commissions) paid at least annually to satisfy 
up to 10% of the standard salary level, in 
recognition of evolving pay practices; and

• revising the special salary levels for workers 
in U.S. territories and the motion picture 
industry.

Disclaimer: This fi nal rule 
has been submitted to the 
Offi ce of the Federal Register 
(OFR) for publication, and is 
currently pending placement 
on public inspection at the 
OFR and publication in the 
Federal Register.  The fi nal 
rule is effective on January 
1, 2020.  This means that if 
you have an employee who 
you believe is exempt from 
receiving overtime pay due to them being a 
“white-collar” employee, then after January 1, 
2020, that employee must receive a salary of 
at least $684 per week (which equates to an 
annualized salary of $35,568 per year).

The Labor & Employment Law committee 
will be hosting a lunch on November 11 with 
a guest speaker, Jeffrey Grubman, who is a 
mediator.  This is open to all Martin County 
Bar members. Contact David Miklas or Stuart 
Address for details, including the location.

Employment and Labor Law Committee

(David Miklas, Esq. – representing employers only)

Family and Circuit Civil 
Mediator

F. Shields McManus 

See calendar online at: 
www.fshieldslaw.com 

then call 
772-285-2774

or email

mediator@fshieldslaw.com
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Bankruptcy Committee
Jon Martin - Chair

Nick Bangos - Chair

On August 23, President Trump 
signed into law H.R.3311, the 
“Small Business Reorganization 
Act of 2019” (SBRA); H.R. 
2938, the “Honoring Veterans 
in Extreme Need Act of 2019” 
(HAVEN Act); and H.R. 2336, 
the “Family Farmer Relief Act 
of 2019.” All go into effect in 
February of 2020.

The SBRA act is designed to 
“tweak” existing Bankruptcy law and procedures 
to better accommodate today’s needs of Small 
Business Owners who want to restructure their 
business debt without the onerous requirements 
of the standard Chapter 11 procedures. Of the 
changes most notable for those that qualify is 
the elimination of “The Absolute Priority Rule” 
which now allows owners and certain other stock 
holders/shareholders to retain their  interest in 
the business even where creditors are not paid 
in full so long as the Court fi nds the plan of 
reorganization “fair and equitable.” 

Another unique feature is the addition of a 
standing Chapter 12 Trustee to be appointed 
to monitor the execution of the plan, much like 
the arrangement that exists in Chapter 13. The 
changes should prove to be extremely benefi cial 
to the small business and family-owned business 
community.

The HAVEN act is intended to correct an omission 
that left certain veterans benefi ts unprotected 
under the means test. Disability Benefi ts will 
no longer be considered income for purposes of 
qualifying to fi le Chapter 7. This will allow more 
veterans to avoid being denied their fresh start 
by eliminating the trap of being channeled into 
Chapter 13 under existing rules.

The Family Farmer Relief Act of 2019 provides 
increased debt limits and will allow more family 
farmers to utilize Chapter 12 to restructure their 
operations. Debt limits for family farmers have 
been increased from four million to ten million 
dollars to refl ect the increase in land values 

and related costs of farming 
operations and should help 
prevent farm families from 
being forced into Chapter 7 
liquidation which often results 
in loss of the production of the 
land permanently. Chapter 
12 affords the chance for the 
family to continue and pass 
the farm on to their children 
who work the farm once the 
existing owners retire.

All three acts should prove benefi cial to families 
who have encountered fi nancial hardship and fi nd 
themselves trapped into fi ling bankruptcy under a 
chapter of the code that benefi ts neither them nor 
the economy and denies them their “Fresh Start.” 
Businesses that survive continue to provide 
jobs and pay taxes, a longstanding purpose of 
bankruptcy and the attendant restructuring of 
debt which helps everyone.

NEED MORE INFORMATION? Contact Jon 
L. Martin 772 419 0057 or Nick Bangos, 
305 915 1605, co-chairs: Martin County Bar 
Bankruptcy Committee.

THREE NEW WINDOWS FOR BANKRUPTCY

Social Security Disability 

Representing the injured and disabled 
for over 38 years.

2114 SE Rays Way 
Stuart, FL 34994 

Telephone: 772-288-1300 
Fax: 772-288-2135

Law Offi  ce Of 
Stephen M. Lewen

EXPERIENCE COUNTS!
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To refer a case immediately, call 1-561-444-4440, or you may email intakelead@800goldlaw.com
Include all of your case details, and we’ll let you know right away if we can help.

WHO DO YOU REFER
YOUR PERSONAL INJURY CASES TO?

1-800-GOLD-LAW | 800GOLDLAW.COM

Craig M. Goldenfarb, Esq.

Spencer T. Kuvin, Esq.

Carl J. Wald, Esq.

Jorge L. Maxion, Esq.

Donald W. Vollender, Esq.

Jeffrey D. Kirby, Esq.

Seth W. Pachter, Esq.FOUNDER / PRINCIPAL ATTORNEY

LITIGATION DIRECTOR

CIVIL TRIAL ATTORNEY 

CIVIL TRIAL ATTORNEY

PRE-SUIT ATTORNEY

CIVIL TRIAL ATTORNEY

PRE-SUIT ATTORNEY

Our employees love where they work! That’s why we 
were awarded the #1 Overall Top Workplace by the 
Sun-Sentinel in 2018 for the Small Employer Category. 

In addition to your guaranteed 25% Referral Fee, 
this is just one more of the many reasons that your 
personal injury referrals are safe in our hands.

Read about our distinguished award by going to:
https://gld.la/twp-locg-2018

SunSentinel
2017 - 2018

#1 Rank 2018     #3 Rank 2017
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If you know of a 2019 Senior graduating from 
any high school in Martin County, let them know 
about our scholarship. The details are posted on 
MCBA website under “Information.” The deadline 
for receipt of applications is December 2, 2019.
Our thanks to Jack Sobel, Donaldson & 
Weston, and TD Bank for their contributions 
to our 2019 Scholarship fund. They continue to 
help us make this happen and we appreciate it! 

Applicants must complete a 
standard application, have a 
minimum 3.0 unweighted GPA, 
and submit a 1,000 – 2,500 word 
essay regarding the following 
fact pattern and answering the 
question posed at the bottom:

2019 Scholarship Committee
Barbara Kreitz Cook - Chair

2019 MCBA Scholarship Details are Now Available – 
$5,000 to be Awarded

In response to the forced closing of its temple in Higdonville, Florida, the International Society for Krishna 
Consciousness, (ISKCON), applies for a permit to hold a protest march through the town’s downtown commercial 
district.  At fi rst, the Sheriff ’s offi  ce denies the permit, openly mocking the Krishnas, but decides to grant the permit 
since he believes it will be small and entertaining to the town residents. The Sheriff  assigns only a few offi  cers to 
provide police protection. However, after the event is publicized on social media, a large and enthusiastic group 
of counter-demonstrators comes to town.  During the march, long-haired Bobby Smith is on his way to Starbucks, 
located downtown. As he is walking, a group of rowdy white Supremacists hears him singing softly to himself and 
mistakes it for a Hare Krishna chant. They attack him and beat him severely.  He sues the Higdonville Sheriff ’s 
offi  ce, accusing it of failing to provide adequate police protection at the Hare Krishna’s demonstration due to 
religious prejudice.

The sheriff  seeks dismissal of Smith’s lawsuit, arguing that Bobby Smith was not a member of the Hare Krishna 
group and therefore lacks legal standing to rely on any alleged violation of that group’s equal protection rights.

Should the Judge rule for the Sheriff  and dismiss the lawsuit or deny the Sheriff ’s motion and allow the lawsuit 
to proceed? Why?

Our thanks to Jack Sobel / Donaldson & Weston and TD Bank for their financial 
contributions again this year to our 2020 Scholarship fund.  The success of our 

scholarship program is due to the generous support from our partners.

the Sheriff  and dismiss the lawsuit or deny the Sheriff ’s m

o Jack Sobel / Donaldson & Weston d T

See Page 34 for information on how any MCBA member or their friends/family can participate in TD Bank’s Affi  nity 
Program.  Any existing or new account generates a non-linked donation into the Martin County Bar Association’s 
scholarship fund.  The bank gives both the fund and the account-holder monies for being a loyal customer!
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IMPLICIT  
BIAS  
Program 
 
Thursday, 
November 7, 2019 
1:00 – 3:00 pm 
 
Martin County 
Courthouse – Jury Room 
100 SE Ocean Boulevard, Stuart 

1.0 BIAS ELIMINATION CLE CREDIT  

PRESENTED BY: 
MCBA EXECUTIVE BOARD 
&   MCBA DIVERSITY 
COMMITTEE  

 
SPEAKER: 
JEFFREY S. SHEARER, 
ACSW, MCAP, LCSW 
CEO, TYKES AND TEENS 
 
TOPICS COVERED INCLUDE: 

 How priming affects 
behavior 

 Types of biases 
 Identify individual 

levels of bias (Implicit 
Association Test) 

 Steps to recognize and 
respond to bias 

RSVP TO: 
Robyn O’Heron 
martincountybarassociation
@msn.com  or 772-220-8018 
 

All courthouse personnel  invited       No cost of attendance        Light Refreshments 
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Congratulations to Clerk of the Circuit Court and Comptroller of Martin 
County, Carolyn Timmann. Clerk Timmann was presented with the 2019 
Pro Bono Publico “For the Public Good” award at the 19th Judicial Circuit 
Bench Bar Conference, 11/01/19. The award was presented by Florida Rural 
Legal Services, the Legal Aid Society of Martin County, the Martin County 
Bar Association, and the 19th Judicial Circuit Pro Bono Committee. Clerk 
Timmann was chosen to receive this award for her outstanding partnership 
with the 19th Judicial Circuit Pro Bono Initiative and her outstanding 
dedication to improving access to the Courts for all persons regardless of 
socioeconomic status.

wishes you 
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MCBA S  CLE L

Chad Hastings, Jim Bowdish, 
F. Shields McManus

Brett Waronicki, Randy Pennington, 
Jason Grant

Barbara Kibbey Wagner, Hon. 
Jeff rey Hendriks, Jonathon Alford

MCBA Board Members with Hon. Alan Forst, Hon. 
William Roby, John Lass, Vicki Davis

Brandon Woodward, Oliveann Lancy, 
Jeff  Friedman, Rick Hoagland

Lisa Clasen, Kathy McHale, 
Rose Schneider, Mary Gilmour

John Lass, Jason Berger, Vicki 
Davis

Chris Gaston, Cory Rubal

Jack Sobel, Robert Goldman, 
Adam Schwartz, Hon. Alan Forst

Youth in Government participants 
Frankie DeCesare and Solomon 

Scholl with Jason Berger
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Judicial Relations Committee
Jessica VanValkenburgh - Chair

2019-2020 JRC Executive 
Committee Members – Chief 
Judge Lawrence Mirman, 
Judge Elizabeth Metzger, Judge 
William Roby, Gene Zweben, 
Kathryn McHale and Linda 
Weiksnar.

Our Purpose: The purpose of 
the MCBA’s Judicial Relations 

Committee (JRC) is primarily to serve as a liaison 
between the Martin County Bar Association and 
the 19th Circuit’s Judiciary.  Moving forward, 
the JRC will be planning, implementing and 
coordinating certain programs designed and 
focused on improving relationships and overall 
communications between the Bench and Bar. 

Upcoming JRC Meetings:

All JRC Judicial Speaker Series meetings will be 
held from 11:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at McCarthy, 
Summers, Wood, Norman, Melby & Schultz, 
P.A., 2400 SE Federal Highway, Fourth Floor, 
Stuart, Florida 34994, (772) 286-1700.  RSVP 
required at least two (2) days prior to each meet-
ing to: jmv@mccarthyysummmers.coomm.  Space is 
limited.  Lunch will be provided.  Meetings are 
free for current MCBA members and $10.00 for 
all others.  Cash or checks made payable to the 
MCBA accepted.

Save the Date:

• 19th Judicial Circuit Bench Bar Conference, 
Florida Rural Legal Services and all Bar As-
sociations of the 19th Judicial Circuit will be 
hosting on Friday, November 1, 2019, from 
8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at Hutchinson Shores 
Resort & Spa, 3793 NE Ocean Boulevard, 
Jensen Beach, Florida 34957.

Upcoming JRC Meetings:

JRC Judicial Speaker Series 2019-2020

Dates

November 18, 2019
December 9, 2019
January 13, 2020
February 10, 2020

March 9, 2020
April 13, 2020
May 11, 2020

Speakers

Judge Steven Levin
Judge Victoria Griffi n
Judge Michael Linn
Judge Nicole Menz

Judge Michael McNicholas
Judge Jennifer Alcorta Waters

Judge Darren Steele
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Family Law Committ ee
Linda Weiksnar - Chair

Family Law Update

The Family Law Committee will host Ruthie 
Steinberg, LHMC as she tells us “Everything 
the Lawyer Needs to Know about Parenting 
Coordination: A Conversation with the PC” on 
Wednesday, October 23, in the morning (details 
forthcoming).  Coffee and donuts will be provided.   
If you have specifi c questions, please provide 
them ahead of time.  As always, our speakers 
are volunteering their time to educate us in their 
practice area, so remember to bring your “dinner 
at Downton Abbey” manners.  Please RSVP to 
Susan@CraryBuchanan.com.   

On Friday, December 6, at 8 a.m., Judge 
McNicholas will host the Family Law Section 
and all Family Law attorneys who wish to attend 
for Coffee with the Judge, which is not at all 
like Coffee Talk with Linda Richman, except 

that both have coffee.  Coffee 
with the Judge is an opportunity 
to meet informally with the 
judge to discuss the pressing 
issues of our practice area in 
an open forum.  Past episodes 
have included lively debate, 
professional camaraderie and 
delicious home-baked goods.  

Watch this space for information about what’s 
happening in 2020!  If you wish to be added to 
our email list, please send your email address 
to Susan@CraryBuchanan.com.  Our events 
are included in your MCBA Bar dues; there is a 
nominal charge to non-members.

Gary Owen, LUTCF
772.210-1020
Gary@OwenInsuranceGroup.net
www.OwenInsuranceGroup.net

We Specialize in Medicare Supplement, 
Medicare Advantage Plans, PDP (Rx), Life & 
Long-Term Care Insurance 

“We Simplify Insurance Planning So You Can 
Enjoy The Life You Deserve”

38 SE Ocean Blvd • Stuart, FL 34994
Serving the State of Florida

Lic# L100600

OPEN ENROLLMENT IS OCTOBER 15TH TO DECEMBER 7TH

Any article appearing herein may be reproduced provided credit is given both to The SideBar and the author of the article. 
Views and conclusions expressed in articles and ads herein are those of the authors or advertisers and not necessarily those 
of the officers, directors, or staff of the Martin County Bar Association. Further, the Martin County Bar Association and staff 
do not endorse any product or service advertised. All advertising is subject to approval. We regret any errors or omissions 
and such, if applicable, will be noted in future issues. 

Many of the professional head shot photos and candid photos appearing in this issue have been provided courtesy of: Legal 
Consulting Services, Inc.
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Martin County FAWL has its next CLE planned for 12 noon on November 19, 
2019, at the offi ce of Mrachek, Fitzgerald, Rose, Konopka, Thomas and Weiss, 
1000 S.E. Monterey Commons Boulevard, Suite 306, Stuart, Florida 34996.  
Our speaker will be Ms. Jeanmarie Whalen, former State FAWL President 
and partner at Domnick, Cunningham & Whalen.  Jeanmarie will speak about 
rainmaking and branding.  You don’t want to miss it!

Please save the dates for our other CLE luncheons.  And watch the calendar for 
more events to be planned in 2020, including our Judicial Assistant Appreciation 
Luncheon, Judicial Reception, and a new health and wellness event: 
 

Thanks to our annual sponsors: 
 

FAWL
Donna Eng: President

1/21/20: 12 noon CLE presentation by Sarah Baker of First Citizens Bank
2/18/20: 12 noon CLE presentation by Patricia Leonard of Shutts & Bowen, LLP
3/17/20: 12 noon CLE presentation by Juliet Murphy Roulhac, in-house counsel to FPL
4/21/20: 12 noon CLE presentation by Christine Phipps of Phipps Reporting

CenterState Bank
Cohen Milstein Sellers & Toll PLLC 
Espinal, Stern & Whittington at 
Morgan Stanley 
First Citizens Bank 
Fox McCluskey Bush Robison, PLLC 
Gloretta H. Hall, P.A. 
Gordon & Partners P.A.
Kathryn L. McHale, LLC 
Kinane Corp. 
Lavargna Law 
Melissa J. Clasen, P.A. 

Mrachek Fitzgerald Rose Konopka 
Thomas & Weiss, PA 
Nason Yeager Gerson Harris & Fumero 
PA 
One Love Group KW Treasure Coast
Phipps Reporting 
Rose D. Schneider, P.A.
Signature Wealth Advisors 
Treasure Coast Legal 
Treasure Coast Process Servers 
U.S. Legal Support, Inc.   
W. Jay Hunston, Jr., PA 
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Constitution Week

Angelina Castro shared the 
following from her experience 
during Constitution Week

The photos were taken on 09/19 
at the 5th grade assembly 
at Citrus Grove Elementary 
with about 120 students.  
Some of the most memorable 
moments included students’ 
passionately advocating for 
equal representation of women 

in government and the Supreme Court and 
respect for all religions. 

We were also surprised and delighted to receive 
a large envelope stuffed with personalized thank 
you notes and messages from the students 
who said they loved learning about America 
and the Constitution.  One young man wrote, 
“I never knew that much about it. I never paid 

that much attention about the 
Constitution, but now I will try 
to get time to study it.”  Another 
stated, “It was a great thing 
to learn about.”  Ms. Windsor 
noted that her students’ 
favorite part of the presentation 
were the group activities 
through which the teachers 
were fascinated by how much 
background knowledge many 
of their students already had.  
She added, “It’s wonderful to realize that this 
generation has an interest in civics!”

It was an honor and a pleasure to be able to work 
with such an inquisitive and engaged group of 
young citizens.  I am already looking forward to 
next year.



N  2019 The Side Bar

28

Submitted by Jordan Showe

Constitution day is really 
stressful for me.  I love it, but I 
hate it.  

If you’ve seen Judge Forst’s 
emails about Constitution Day, 
you know that it is a day where 
lawyers and judges go to local 
schools and give presentations 

about the Constitution. There is wide latitude for 
lawyers to tailor their presentation to meet the 
needs of the students.

For me, it is a time for me to practice my jury 
selection skills and try to freak out a generation I 
rarely see…Middle Schoolers.

This year, I pulled my well-worn polyester banana 
suit out of the closet after about a fi ve-year break.  
I used to go to Constitution Day every year, but it 
had been a while.  

My presentation is usually based on the “Invaders” 
skit. 

In the “Invaders” skit, the presenter is an alien 
sent to earth to take away some Amendments 
from the Bill of Rights.  I break the kids into 
groups and they tell me which Amendment they 
are getting rid of and we have a group discussion.  

I always pick Middle Schoolers because they are 
the hardest group.  They aren’t afraid to speak in 
public yet and they are not afraid to tell you how 
terrible you are.  This is the stressful part.

Of course, this year, this generation did not hold 
back on me.  Why should they?  I was in a banana 
suit and fully in the character of Dr. Bananatron 
(sort of an evil surfer version of Kilgore Trout, 
See Breakfast of Champions, Vonnegut).  To do 
well, I try to stay in character for as much of the 
presentation as possible. 

As I talked about the 4th Amendment, I could 
hear them: “This guy has mental problems.” 

“Why are there stains all over 
your banana costume.” “Yo! This 
guy has a chicken tattooed on 
his arm!”

The comments motivated me 
to not break character under 
any circumstances…I was 
even talking to teachers as Dr. 
Bananatron.  But during the 
presentation, this generation of 
Middle Schoolers broke me from my plan.

I asked them what amendment they wanted 
to get rid of.  After years of doing this, I know 
what they will do…they will pick the 6th or the 
3rd or sometimes the 5th amendment, but, in 
Martin County, I never saw a group pick the 2nd 

amendment to get rid of.

This time, almost all of the kids wanted to get rid 
of the 2nd amendment.

I was shocked.  Did I miss something?  Was there 
some kind of shift in the local values and politics?  
Did all the conservative parents move out of town?

Just 5 years earlier, kids would get really angry if 
you said get rid of the 2nd Amendment.  Now even 
the kids in camo shirts agreed the 2nd Amendment 
was unanimously the least important.

So I broke character (which I was determined not 
to do) and I asked, “Why…seriously…why are you 
guys saying the 2nd Amendment…are you guys 
messing with me?”

A kid sitting slouched in the back with his hood 
on his head spoke up, “School shootings, man. 
We don’t want to see our friends die.”

A cheerleader-type up front agreed.  The athletic 
kids agreed.  The skater kids agreed.  The nerds 
agreed.  To all this, I heard a teacher in the back 
scoff, “Guns don’t kill people…”

Criminal Law Committee
Jordan Showe - Co-Chair
Stephen Smith - Co-Chair

Continued On Next Page . . .
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It hit me how I didn’t know my audience.  How 
many other assumptions had I made about my 
audience.  This generation has active shooter 
drills at school.  My generation had gun racks in 
their trucks at high school.  

This is why I value things like Constitution Day 
as a trial lawyer.  I got to learn that not everybody 
sees the world the way I do.  And sometimes, I 
make assumptions about people’s views based on 
geography or age or whatever.   

How many times at jury selection have I said 
to myself, “This is a typical ____ County Jury” 
without even asking a question?

When standing before the jury panel next time, I 
will say to myself, “Tread lightly or you’ll miss it.” 
Cheers.

RACE TO THE COURTHOUSE
Race to the Courthouse 5k

Gene Zweben - Co-Chair
Sarah Vickers - Co-Chair

Join Us for The Race to the Courthouse 5K

The Fourth Annual Martin County Bar Association 5K run/
walk on Sunday, March 29, 2020

Proceeds for this event benefit the Legal Aid Society of 
Martin County and the MCBA Scholarship Program.

This is a family friendly 5K run/walk and features a scenic 
course through parts of downtown Stuart beginning and ending at the Martin County Courthouse/
Memorial Park.  

For those in the competitive spirit there will be prizes awarded for overall male and female winner, 
masters male and female winner and 1st through 3rd place in each age group as wells as fastest 
law firm.

New this year, the largest law firm will get a travelling trophy!  Team members are not limited 
to law firm employees, so recruit away!

The race is open to EVERYONE in our community – not just lawyers.

Registration:  $30 through February 29, 2020; $35 March 1 through March 25, 2020; $40 at packet 
pick up and race day. (Premium members of the Treasure Coast Running club who register on or 
before February 29, 2020 receive a $5 discount). Student pricing:  $20 to anyone who is 18 or under 
on race day if registered before February 29, 2020.

REGISTER TODAY at:  https://runsignup.com/Race/FL/Stuart/TheRacetotheCourthouse5k
Contact Gene Zweben at gene@zwebenlawgroup.com or Sarah Vickers at indiantownlaw@aol.com 
for more information.

Continued From Previous Page . . .
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Real Estate and Commercial Litigation Update

Florida Real Property and Business Litigation Report
Submitted by: Manuel Farach

Yarbrough v. Decatur Housing 
Authority, Case No. 17-11500 
(11th Cir. 2019) (en banc).
The Housing Act of 1937, 42 
U.S.C. § 1437 et seq., does not 
create a preponderance standard 
for housing termination lawsuits 
alleging a violation of 42 U.S.C. 
§ 1983.

Miller v. Homeland Property 
Owners Association, Inc., Case 

No. 4D18-1647 (Fla. 4th DCA 2019).
The Business Judgment Rule applies to decisions 
of property owners’ associations so long as the 
association had the contractual or statutory 
authority to perform the relevant acts, and if so, 
when the board acted in a reasonable manner.

Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. v. Stephenson, Case No. 
5D18-733 (Fla. 5th DCA 2019).
The Fifth District agrees with Bank of N.Y. Mellon 
Tr. Co., Nat’l Ass’n v. Ginsberg, 221 So. 3d 1196, 
1197 (Fla. 4th DCA 2017), and holds that a 
foreclosing lender is not required to identify the 
trust on whose behalf it is acting in order to 
properly allege standing.

Pirate’s Treasure, Inc. v. City of Dunedin, 
Florida, Case No. 2D18-2774 (Fla. 2d DCA 2019).
A landowner locked in a development dispute with 
a municipality may transfer the affected land to 
a third party and not lose standing to prosecute 
the dispute so long as it retains an interest in the 
property.

Project Development Enterprise, LLC v. Elka 
Holdings, LLC, Case No. 3D18-356 (Fla. 3d DCA 
2019).
The proceeds of a derivative action brought under 
Florida Statutes section 605.0802 against a 
limited liability company are required by Florida 
Statutes section 605.0805(1) to be paid to the 
limited liability company and not the plaintiff.

Roth v. Nationstar Mortgage, 
LLC (In re Roth), Case No: 17-
11444 (11th Cir. 2019).
An “informational statement” 
sent to a borrower who has 
been discharged in a Chapter 13 
bankruptcy does not violate the 
discharge injunction, 11 U.S.C. 
§ 524.

Salcedo v. Hanna, Case No. 17-
14077 (11th Cir. 2019).
Sending a single text message does not violate the 
Telephone Consumer Protection Act of 1991, 47 
U.S.C. § 227(b)(1)(A)(iii).

Regions Bank v. Legal Outsource PA, Case No. 
17-11736 (11th Cir. 2019).
A guarantor is not an “applicant” under the Equal 
Credit Opportunity Act, 15 U.S.C. §§ 1691(a), 
1691a(b), and accordingly may not seek relief 
under the Act.

In Re: Standard Jury Instructions In Civil 
Cases and Standard Jury Instructions In 
Contract And Business Cases—Joint Report 
No. 19-01, Case No. SC19-185 (Fla. 2019).
The standard verdict form for breach of fiduciary 
duty is approved by the Florida Supreme Court.

Atkins North America, Inc. v. Tallahassee MH 
Parks, LLC, Case No. 1D17-2996 (Fla. 1st DCA 
2016).
Reformation of a mortgage will not be permitted 
where doing so materially affects a creditor who 
recorded a judgment lien after the recordation of 
the inaccurate mortgage.

Suzuki Motor Corporation v. Winckler, Case 
No. 1D18-4815 (Fla. 1st DCA 2019).
The Apex Doctrine (“[an] agency head should not 
be subject to deposition, over objection, unless 
and until the opposing parties have exhausted 
other discovery and can demonstrate that the 
agency head is uniquely able to provide relevant 
information which cannot be obtained from other 

Continued On Next Page . . .
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sources.”) does not apply outside of government 
and thus does not apply to shield the C.E.O. of 
multinational company from discovery.

Hopson v. Deutsche Bank National Trust 
Company, Case No. 2D18-673 (Fla. 2d DCA 
2019). 
A defending mortgagor that wins dismissal but 
does not admit privity with the plaintiff is not 
entitled to an award of attorney’s fees under 
Florida Statute section 57.105(7); Harris v. Bank 
of New York Mellon, 44 Fla. L. Weekly D141 (Fla. 
2d DCA Dec. 28, 2018), is distinguished on its 
facts.

Beach Towing Services, Inc. v. Sunset Land 
Associates, LLC, Case Nos. 3D18-1837 & 3D18-
2168 (Fla. 3d DCA 2019).
Restrictive covenants are interpreted in a fashion 
which least restricts the use of the property.
 
Valencia Reserve Homeowners Association, 
Inc. v. Boynton Beach Associates, XIX, LLLP, 
Case No. 4D18-1320 (Fla. 4th DCA 2019).
It is not a violation of the Florida Homeowner’s 
Association Act for a developer to use working 
capital funds contributed by purchasers to fund 
the developer’s negative equity contributions 
under Florida Statute section 720.308(1)(b).

Grace and Naeem Uddin, Inc. v. Singer 
Architects, Inc., Case No. 4D18-2972 (Fla. 4th 
DCA 2019).
A supervising architect owes a duty to a contractor 
and may be held liable in tort for professional 
negligence notwithstanding the architect and 
contractor both have contracts with the developer, 
i.e., the existence of the contracts does not bar 
the tort duty owed by the architect to the builder.

Fernandez v. Manning Building Supplies, Inc., 
Case No. 1D18-4819 (Fla. 1st DCA 2019).
A charge for late payment of an account is a 
delinquency charge, not a “finance charge” which 
permits a lienor not in privity to charge interest 
under Florida Statute section 713.06(1), and 
accordingly, prejudgment interest may not be 
awarded for this claim.

Fernandez v. Marrero, Case No. 3D16-2931 (Fla. 
3d DCA 2019).
The payment by one party of the down payment 
and closing costs for the purchase of real estate 

with the subsequent titling of the property as 
joint tenants with right of survivorship creates 
a presumption of a gift to the non-paying party 
unless the contributing party manifests an 
intention that a resulting trust should arise.

Sherman v. Sherman, Case No. 4D18-3578 (Fla. 
4th DCA 2019).
The standard used to determine an award of court 
costs under Florida Statute section 57.041(1) 
is the “party recovering judgment” and not the 
“prevailing party” standard.

===================================
=====================

If you wish to receive the expanded, weekly 
version of this Report, sign up at: 

h t t p s : / / w w w . m c g l i n c h e y . c o m /
publication-subscription

Continued From Previous Page . . .

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION
TRIAL ATTORNEY

Jeffrey M. Friedman

Board Certified
Workers’ Compensation 

Attorney

VASSALLO, BILOTTA
FRIEDMAN DAVIS

772-221-8262
Jeffrey@vassallobilotta.com

Offices in Stuart and West Palm Beach
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Immigration Committee
Antonietta Brancaccio - Co-Chair

Angelina Castro - Co-Chair
Christopher Gaston - Co-Chair

UPDATES:
• At the end of August, U.S. 
Immigration Courts reached 
a backlog of over 1 million 
cases, nearly doubling the 
backlog since January 2017.  
Measures aimed at eliminating 
the backlog have failed and 
in late September, the union 
representing the over 400 judges 
of the National Association 
of Immigration Judges fi led a 
labor complaint against the 
Department of Justice.  The 
NAIJ’s complaint addressed 
the DOJ’s efforts to: politicize 
the courts, decertify the judges’ 
union, eliminate judicial 
independence in deciding who 
may qualify for asylum and 
other avenues of relief, force 
immigration judges to meet 700-
case annual quotas, and skirt 
due process to asylum seekers 

in closed “tent courts” along the Texas border 
and through the Migrant Protection Protocols 
program. 

• Bahamians will not be afforded temporary 
protected status (TPS) in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Dorian’s devastation.  Although 
some individuals may qualify for the Visa 
Waiver Program to enter the U.S., all others 
will require (1) travel on a fl ight that will pre-
clear U.S. Customs and Immigration, (2) a 
valid U.S. visa and Bahamian passport, (3) 
no criminal history, and (4) an express intent 
for a brief stay in the U.S. for tourism or 
business purposes.  Since 1991, the U.S. has 
conferred TPS status to groups of individuals 
fl eeing natural disasters and ongoing armed 
confl ict.  To date, approximately 324,000 
individuals with TPS reside in the U.S., with 
the vast majority coming from El Salvador, 
Honduras and Haiti.   

 

• October 1st marked the 
State’s enforcement of SB 
168 which now requires local 
law enforcement offi cials 
to engage in immigration 
enforcement and prohibits 
sanctuary policies.  A 
federal lawsuit has been 
fi led by the Southern 
Poverty Law Center, the 
Community Justice Project, 
and the University of Miami 
School of Law Immigration Clinic on behalf of 
several immigrant advocacy and farmworker 
groups, religious and cultural organizations, 
the City of South Miami and its mayor.  
Florida communities face a growing concern 
of compromised safety and immigrants too 
fearful to report crimes and abuse.    

CLE:

Don’t miss our Fall CLE on Friday, 11/08/2019 
from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.:  The Nuts & Bolts 
of T-visas – Advocacy and Legal Remedies 
for Victims of Sex and Labor Traffi cking.  
As fears of detention, family separation and 
deportation rise in Florida and across the nation, 
marginalized immigrant communities are forced 
further underground creating a population ripe 
for abuse and exploitation.  This month, our CLE 
trainer will be Attorney Ana Isabel Vallejo of Vida 
Legal Assistance, Inc., a non-profi t organization 
dedicated to advancing the rights of immigrant 
survivors of domestic violence, sexual violence, 
traffi cking in persons and other violent crimes 
(www.VidaLaw.org).  I fi rst met Ms. Vallejo in 1997 
at the Inter-American Human Rights Moot Court 
Competition at the Washington College of Law 
at American University.  After 22 years, she still 
carries her unwavering devotion to protect those 
most vulnerable in the world today.  Ms. Vallejo 
received B.A. degrees in Political Science and 
International Affairs from Marquette University, 
and her JD and LLM in Inter-Cultural Human 
Rights Law from St. Thomas University,

Continued On Next Page . . .
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where she graduated cum laude and later 
served as the Project Coordinator for the Human 
Traffi cking Academy.  She has worked tirelessly 
in collaboration with the U.S. Department of 
Justice, Criminal Section Civil Rights Division, 
the U.S. Attorney’s Offi ce, the FBI and DHS to 
ensure that victims of traffi cking have access to 
justice.  She has served as an expert witness for 
the EEOC on issues related to traffi cked persons 
in the agricultural industry in Florida, and she 
has travelled worldwide as a faculty member and 
trainer to aid governments seeking to develop anti-
traffi cking legislation and initiatives.  In addition 
to her vast experience in this fi eld, Ms. Vallejo 
has represented hundreds of victims of human 
rights violations seeking protection in the U.S. 
and she has written three amicus curiae briefs 
for the European Court of Human Rights and the 
Inter-American Court of Human Rights.   We are 
honored to host Ms. Vallejo for this workshop in 
Stuart, and we welcome those interested to RSVP 
no later than 5:00 p.m. on Monday 11/4 to 
ACastro@ACLawSolutions.com.  The training 
fee is $150 and details regarding venue will be 
provided following reservation and registration.  

EVENTS:

• 11/08 Friday – Fall CLE: T-Visas in Stuart, 
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

• 11/22 Friday – Q&A Coffee “Off the Record” at 
Roasted Records in Stuart, 8:00 a.m.

• 12/13 Friday – Holiday Happy Hour & Party 
in Stuart, 7-11:00 p.m. 

• 02/15 Saturday – Student Entries Due for 
the 2020 Celebrate America Creative Writing 
Contest

Most committee events and reminders are sent 
to our members via email.  If you are interested 
in joining the committee and receiving these 
notifi cations, please contact one of our co-chairs 
or send an email to ACastro@ACLawSolutions.
com.  We would love to have your participation 
and support! 

Continued From Previous Page . . .

J  T

ABOUT JUSTICE 
TEACHING...

For information about 
Justice Teaching, please 

contact 
Judge Roby at: 
772-288-5560,

robyw@circuit19.org 
or visit the website at: 

http://www.justiceteaching.org.

We look forward to working/teaching 
with you!

PERFECTLY LEGAL
OFFICE SOLUTIONS, LLC

Over 25 years of  Legal Assisting experience 
on the Treasure Coast

Notary Public, State of  Florida

Shaun Kelly

On-site or Pick-up/Drop Off
Overflow Work
Special Projects

Vacations/Leaves

Legal Assistant
Providing Services to the 

Legal Community

772-349-5519
Shaun@PerfectlyLegalOS.com

www.Perfectlylegalos.com
Find me on Facebook!
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Legal Resources
Eric Buetens - Co-Chair

Christine Moreno - Co-Chair

LEGAL RESOURCES 
COMMITTEE
This Thanksgiving is truly a 
time for thanks to all members 
of our Bar Association. Each of 
us strive for professionalism in 
providing the best legal services 
to our community. To aid us in 
our efforts, our Martin County 
Bar Association has formed the 
Legal Resources Committee. We 
seek out available resources to 

help each of us achieve that level of improvement 
in our legal profession. We hope to soon be 
partnering with other companies that offer a 
myriad of legal services in aiding practitioners 
in facilitating their administrative and work 
process.

Continuing Legal Education is imperative in our 
ever-changing legal environment. Whether you 
are implementing the latest technology trends, 
the recently enacted legislation or current case 
law, you are forever learning and evolving your 
practice.  Our Legal Resources Committee is 
the part of our Martin County Bar that provides 
you with a myriad of legal resources that assists 
you in staying current and building your level of 
professionalism in our legal community.

Check out our recent CLE materials at the 
Recording Division of our Martin County 
Courthouse, including our Basic Discovery 
CLE program. Also, we are currently seeking 
materials regarding the new Remote On-line 
Notary Legislation. If you have ordered and 
completed a recent CLE course and would like 
to donate it to our Bar, please call either Robyn 
O’Heron or Christine Moreno at 485-6767. Visit 
our MartinCountyBar.Com website for additional 
CLE options including re-broadcasts of our Bar 
Lunch Speaker Presentations.

Our Law Library has expanded to the Martin 
County Library System. Hard copies of our 
reference materials can be located at the Blake 

Library, and every library 
branch location has a Westlaw 
legal resources option for case 
law and statutory research. 
Bring your USB or print for a 
minor fee.

Our Florida Bar also provides 
free CLE one-hour classes in 
various areas, mostly practice 
management and technology. 
These courses will assist you 
in meeting your re-certifi cation requirements 
every three years. Please do not wait for the last 
minute, visit the FloridaBar.Org website and 
login to update your CLE credits on-line. If you 
require any assistance, the CLE department can 
assist you, or call us for help.

There are many avenues for professional 
improvement available to you through our 
Martin County Bar Membership Benefi ts, a few 
of which we have noted in our Legal Resources 
Committee. You can make our Bar even better 
by joining our Legal Resources Committee. Call 
either Eric Buetens or Christine Moreno at 
(772) 485-6767.  See All Y’Alls at our monthly 
Bar Luncheon.  

Affinity Membership Program
Support your organizations’ fundraising efforts by joining today. We’ll 
make an annual contribution based upon the activity of participating 
members TD Bank accounts once program requirements have been met.

For more information, visit your local TD Bank 
or call 1-888-751-9000.

Call Trisha Hawthorne at 772.579.7450 
Provide MCBA’s Affi  nity code (AG345)  
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MEMBERS CREATE THE FRIENDS OF 
HEATHER BRIDWELL EDUCATIONAL TRUST

Our dear friend and colleague, Heather 
Bridwell, passed away on March 8, 2019 
in the tragic plane crash that took the 
lives of several other fine local attorneys.  
Heather was just 47 years old and survived 
by her beloved husband, Jason, and their 
eight-year-old daughter, Megan. 

Many of us cherish our time with Heather 
and remember her as an excellent 
attorney and enthusiastic participant 
with the Martin County Bar Association, 
Justice Major B. Harding Inns of Court 
and FAWL.  Heather greeted everyone 
with her genuine, beautiful smile
.
Gloretta Hall remembers Heather brought Megan to a Bar Association softball game shortly 
before the plane crash.   Gloretta saw Megan as a “mini Heather” with her delightful energy and 
red locks and freckles.  Kathy McHale and Heather walked to their cars together laughing and 
smiling as usual as they said good-bye after attending the FAWL Board meeting on March 5th. 

We know how much Heather loved her family and 
that she was a terrific mother to Megan.  What a loss, 
especially for Megan. 

Thank you.   
Friends of Heather Bridwell
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J  S

D   W

772-266-5555
jsobel@dwinjurylaw.com

Offi  ces in Stuart and West Palm Beach

B  C  
C  T  L

Personal Injury
Trial Attorney

MARK YOUR CALENDARS AND START PRACTICING, 
THE MCBA / SOBEL CUP GOLF TOURNAMENT WILL BE HELD, 

SATURDAY, MAY 2, 2020 
AT LOST LAKE GOLF CLUB.

DETAILS ARE COMING SOON.

THE MCBA / SOBEL CUP

GOLF TOURNAMENT

IS BACK!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS AND START PRACTICING, 
THE MCBA / SOBEL CUP GOLF TOURNAMENT WILL BE HELD, 

SATURDAY, MAY 2, 2020 
AT LOST LAKE GOLF CLUB.

DETAILS ARE COMING SOON.

Mark Your Calendars

Florida Rural Legal Services, Inc. (FRLS) and 
the Martin County Bar Association Pro Bono 
Committee Present

LAW DAY FAIR 2020

Friday, May 1, 2020

New Location:  Martin County Courthouse

If you are interested in volunteering at the Law 
Day Fair or if you are willing to accept a pro 
bono case, please contact: Carolyn at carolyn.
fabrizio@frls.org.

For additional information on getting involved 
in the MCBA’s Pro Bono Committee, contact: 
Jane Cornett jcornett@bplegal.com or Maxine 
Noel mnoel@gglawyers.com
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The Florida Bar Updates / Board of Governors’ Report
GREG WEISS - 19TH CIRCUIT BOG REPRESENTATIVE

Keep updated on Florida Bar initiatives and Board of Governors information, 
meeting minutes and reports by visiting the website regularly!

A direct link can be found at The Florida Bar’s 
home page (www.floridabar.org) by clicking the 

“About The Bar” 

Notice: Your clients and the public at large can now access online courses directly through the MCBA website.  
They are fast, convenient, and inexpensive - available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. All instructions are 
included online and programs can be started/stopped, picking up where you left off, as many times as 
you like. Help the MCBA promote this community service while generating income to support local 
initiatives!

Florida Online Traffic School Courses:

• Basic Driver Improvement 4-hour course (Traffic Ticket - TCAC)
• First-time Driver 4-hour course
• Advanced Driver Improvement 12-hour course (ADI / Judge-ordered class)
• Florida Mature Driver Program 6-hour course

All traffic courses are approved by the Florida Department of Highway Safety & Motor Vehicles and sponsored 
by the American Safety Council.

Parent Education and Family Stabilization Online Course:

This 4-hour course is required by Florida law for concerned parties seeking to obtain a final judgment of 
dissolution of marriage in Florida when minor children are involved. The course is approved by the Department 
of Children & Families and provided by a division of the University of Continuing Education.

The courses are provided via the American Safety Council which is the leading source for online driver 
education, workplace safety training, continuing education, online business and security solutions, and 
more!

O  R  O   T  MCBA
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Presented by:

Florida Rural Legal Services, Inc. (FRLS)
Legal Aid Society of Martin County and

The Martin County Bar Association

Attorneys will provide advice to complete forms

WHEN:
First Tuesday of the Month Dissolution of Marriage with children 1:30-4:00PM

Second Thursday of the Month Dissolution of Marriage with no children 1:30-4:00PM

Third Tuesday of the Month Paternity 1:30-4:00PM

Third Thursday of the Month Modification of child support and 
time sharing

9:00-11:30AM

Fourth Thursday of the Month Consumer Debt/Landlord Tenant 1:30-4:00PM

WHERE:
Martin County Courthouse  
100 SE Ocean Blvd., Stuart, 4th floor conference room

WHO:
Eligibility based on low income and U.S. citizen or eligible immigration status.  
Please call 1.888.582.3410 to be screened for services.. 

YOU MUST BE PRE-SCREENED TO ATTEND THE CLINICS..  

Florida Rural Legal Services, Inc. (FRLS) is a nonprofit law firm dedicated to providing quality 
civil legal advice, representation, and education for low-income people and communities.
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W. Jay Hunston, Jr.
Mediator/Arbitrator/

Special Master

Since 2001, limiting his practice 
to all forms of effective dispute 
resolution, including, mediation, 
arbitration, special master, and 
private judging services.

• J.D. Stetson Univ. College of Law
• Fla. Bar Bd. Cert. Civil Trial Lawyer, 1983 - 2003
• Fla. Cert. Circuit Civil, Appellate & Family Mediator
• Member, AAA Roster of Neutrals for Commercial and 

Construction Arbitration & Mediation
• Qualified Fla. Arbitrator
• FINRA Approved Mediator
• Statewide Per Diem Rate Available Upon Request
• Hourly Rates Available (No Charge for Travel Time 

Within 15th, 19th & 17th Circuits)

P.O. Box 508, Stuart, FL 34995
(772) 223-5503; (800) 771-7780 - Office

(772) 223-4092 - Fax
Email; wjh@hunstonadr.com

Website Online Calendar: www.hunstonadr.com

In addition to the ongoing bene its that come with your MCBA membership, the MCBA is excited to 
continue the Member Bene its Program which allows for inancial savings and/or member-only access. 
As new offerings are added throughout the Bar year, we will let you know the details! 

Email us at martincountybarassociation@msn.com if you have a suggestion for a local business or 
service you would like us to consider. Visit our website at www.martincountybar.org to review all the 
offerings, direct contact information and to take advantage of the ones currently participating in the 
program.

M  H  M  B !

Local History Books Available for Sale from Author, Sandra Thurlow

Available via website  www.sandrathurlow.com, Amazon and/or at a number of local businesses, including 
the Barnes and Noble in Jensen Beach. 
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Florida Free Legal Answers Program

Did you know that The Florida Bar provides free virtual legal information through its cooperative effort 
with the American Bar Association to low-income Floridians via the Florida Free Legal Answers program?  
  
Members of the public can go to https://florida.freelegalanswers.org to sign up and answer a few 
questions to see if they qualify to use the service (household income below 250 percent of federal poverty 
guidelines; have less than $10,000 in total assets; be at least 18 years old; and not be incarcerated).  After 
registering, they may ask a specific question about noncriminal legal issues.  The information users 
provide is confidential, and the answers are not associated with the user’s name. Lawyers will see only 
the information associated with a user’s legal issue.  Users will not know the name of the lawyers who 
answer their questions unless the lawyers choose to provide it, a user makes a specific request for the 
name of the lawyer or it is required by a court of law. 
 
More than a third of the 2,200 questions since its launch last year have related to family matters such 
as divorce, child support, adoption and name change. Another 16 percent were connected to housing 
or landlord/tenant issues. Other legal issues include domestic violence, bankruptcy, consumer issues, 
education, employment, workers’ compensation, wills and estate planning. Note that Florida Free Legal 
Answers does not answer questions on criminal law.  Florida lawyers may enroll to join the effort by visiting 
https://florida.freelegalanswers.org, clicking on “Volunteer Attorney Registration” and agreeing to the 
attorney agreement.
 
For more information, visit: https://florida.freelegalanswers.org or contact Mark Hohmeister 
(mhohmeister@floridabar.org  or 850-561-5764).

Your local IT experts

Managed IT  ServicesManaged Backups Security Solutions Hardware Management

772 285-9934
www.spiral.tech
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Position Opening
LITIGATION ATTORNEY --- Pankauski Hauser Lazarus PLLC in West Palm Beach is hiring a 5 - 15+ year 
litigation attorney for an immediate opening. No probate experience required.  Ideal candidate has sincere 
courtroom and trial experience and is confident to run his or her own cases.  Practice in an active, challenging 
environment with interesting cases in a boutique setting.  No book of business required.  Our firm embraces 
diversity and equal opportunity.   In confidence please email: dana@phFlorida.com

The MCBA thanks our Military Veterans & Families 
for your Service and Sacrifices.

Veterans Day
November 11, 2019

Thank you to James Prescott Curry for sharing this photo, of which he said:  “I caught the 
attached rays of light on 10/21 while at the Courthouse. Thought it would be great to share 
for Veterans Day, since many members of the Bar have family members with bricks there”.
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L� � , Jo�  � d Leg� lati	 L� � , Jo�  � d Leg� lati	   

Martin County Ordinances

Visit
 www.martincountybar.com  

for resources, links, events and member 
contact & practice area information.

19th Judicial Circuit Court of Florida 

Court administration, judicial  
assignments, programs, job 

opportunities and other resources: 
www.circuit19.org

Emergency Hotline / Info: 772.742.9229

All Martin County ordinances may be found on 
the County website: 

https://www.martin.fl .us. 
Click on Departments, County Attorney, County 

Code & Ordinances. 
See ordinance list on right side of web page

(ex: Ordinances 800-849). 

Track Legal Legislation

For more detailed information on specifi c legislation being tracked by the Bar, visit 
the Legislation Committee’s webpage on the 

Bar website at this link: 
http://www.fl oridabar.org/cmdocs/bd160.nsf/WDOCS

Florida Bar Appointments / Vacancies
For applications and complete details, visit: www.fl oridabar.org

19th Circuit Appointments / Vacancies
For applications and complete details, visit: http://www.circuit19.org/careers.html

All City of Stuart ordinances may be 
found on the City website:

 www.cityofstuart.us. 

Click on link at the bottom of the page.

City of Stuart Ordinances
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When:

Where:

Menu:  

Speaker:
 
CLE:

RSVP: 

Friday, November 15, 2019 (11:30 a.m.)

Kane Center, 900 SE Salerno Road, Stuart

House Salad
Baby Mixed Greens, Grape Tomatoes and Sliced Cucumber with Balsamic Vinaigrette and 
Ranch Dressing on the side.
Thanksgiving Dinner
Sliced Roasted Turkey with a Turkey Gravy, Mashed Sweet Potatoes topped with 
Marshmallows, Traditional Stuffing, Green Bean Almondine, Mini Warm Croissants.  Pecan 
Pie

 *Specialty meals offered upon request must be ordered at RSVP

Florida Supreme Court Justice Robert J. Luck

1 General CLE Credit

RSVP Required:  No later than Friday, November 8, 2019. 
(772) 220-8018 or via martincountybarassociation@msn.com

Please Join Us for MCBA’s CLE Luncheon Meeting November 15, 2019

M  C  B  A
PO B  2197
S , FL 34995-2197

There is no charge for paid MCBA members. Guests are welcome; a $30 guest fee may be paid at the luncheon. Guests 
who RSVP but do not attend will be responsible for paying the guest fee.

The MCBA will be collecting unwrapped toys and non-perishable food items for the 
Untied Way White Dove project. Please consider donating to this organization by bringing 

a toy and\or non-perishable food items to the luncheon.

The MCBA will be collecting non-perishable food items to bene it the food pantry at Molly’s House.  
Please consider donating to this organization by bringing non-perishable food items to the luncheon.


