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Happy 2018!

I am excited about the new year; it is going to be a big 
year.  They are all big.  It has been a decade since the 
2008 global financial crisis and it is evident that we 
have made a great deal of progress since the recession 
ended.  People are resilient and communities have 
worked hard to stay afloat. With the passage of time, 
I hope we continue to see progress, growth, and new 
opportunities.

Each new year gives us an interesting opportunity to reflect on where 
we are and where we are going.  It has been a long time since I have 
set new year’s resolutions, but I do enjoy looking at the year ahead and 
the excitement that a new year brings.  Reed Hartman (my husband) 
and I are already anticipating our big adventure this year – sending our 
oldest to kindergarten.  We are mainly excited because Lilly Kate loves 
school, but there is also a bit of lamenting when we unsuccessfully try 
to figure out how these first five years have flown by.
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Over the last several years, Reed and I have brought in the new year with our children and family 
at the Hartman ranch.  I have traded in my party dress and heels for boots, jeans, and fresh air.  
It has actually been awhile since we made it to midnight at the ranch, but we give it our best 
effort and we enjoy celebrating under a vast, starry sky.  

Years ago, I celebrated under this same beautiful, bright sky in Australia.  The Sydney Opera 
House was glowing and the fireworks off of the Sydney Harbour Bridge were magnificent!  This 
amazing display over the Sydney Harbour was breathtaking and I hope to one day get another 
opportunity to return and see it again in person.  For now, I will try to bring a bit of Australia here 
with this year’s banquet, A Sydney Soirée.  We will keep it elegant, but simple and focus on what 
I loved best about living in Australia: delicious food, fun cocktails, and great times with incredible 
people (please see Pages 8-9 for more information).

However you celebrate this New Year, I hope you have a wonderful time!  I wish for you many 
great adventures in 2018 and that you may have many reasons, both big and small, to celebrate 
throughout the year.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth R. Hunter
2017-2018 MCBA President

Continued From Previous Page . . .

y,

The MCBA The MCBA 
wishes you and wishes you and 

your family your family 
a happy and a happy and 

prosperous 2018!prosperous 2018!
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Please Join Us!

On Friday, January 19, 2018 the Executive Board of the 
MCBA invites its members, prospective members, and any 
guests to join us for our monthly luncheon meeting at the 
Kane Center in Stuart at 11:45 a.m. 

The Professionalism and Judicial Relations Committees 
are pleased to bring the MCBA a meet-and-greet with 
the judges of the county and 19th Circuit, as well as—
hopefully—a few judges from the Fourth DCA and the US 
District Court - Southern District. The meet-and-greet with 
the judges will include each judge rotating from table to table 
every ten minutes or so, so that each table of lawyers meet 
with all the judges who are able to attend. This is a great 
opportunity to ask a local judge a question or two in a less 
formal setting than those where the judge is brandishing 
a gavel!  

Nineteenth Circuit Chief Judge Elizabeth A. Metzger will 
kick off the program with her annual State of the Circuit Address in which she will overview 
the changes from last year to this year and the goals for 2018.  This annual forum provides 
invaluable information, resources, and updates crucial for all attorneys who practice law in 
the 19th Circuit.  

This month's luncheon will run from Noon to 1:45 p.m. and is approved for two general CLE 
credits.   We thank our CLE sponsor:

We look forward to an insightful and engaging program with another great turnout.  The 
lunch is free to MCBA members and judges; guests are welcome to attend and may pay the 
$25 guest fee* at the door.  RSVP required for attendees on or before 5:00 p.m. on Friday, 
January 12, 2018. Please RSVP by emailing martincountybarassociation@msn.com or 
calling (772) 220-8018. We hope to see you there! 

As a reminder, overflow parking is across the street from the Kane Center at Community 
Baptist Church.

*Note: Guests who RSVP but do not attend will be responsible for paying the $25 lunch fee(s). There is no charge for any attendee 
if not having lunch.

MCBA CLE Luncheon Meeting
MCBA's Judicial Relations & Professionalism Committee’s Yearly Joint Meeting

 January 19, 2018
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In Memoriam For Fred van Vonno
Submitted On Behalf Of:

The Lawyers, Paralegals and Staff  of Fox, Wackeen, Dungey, Beard, Bush, 
Goldman, Waters, Robison, van Vonno & McCluskey, L.L.P

 

Frederik Willem van Vonno, our partner, our dear friend, and our valued colleague, died 
in his sleep much too soon and quite unexpectedly on November 2, 2017.  Fred was a true 
gentleman, a constant scholar, and an outstanding lawyer. He was only 66, still in the prime 
of his career, and he had recently mentioned that he was enjoying the practice of law more 
than ever before.

After graduating from Miami Palmetto Senior High School, Fred earned a Bachelor's Degree in 
Political Science from the University of Florida, then a Master's Degree in City Planning from 
the Georgia Institute of Technology, and after a stint as a National Parks Service planner, during 
which he was a member of the team whose study led to the designation of the Loxahatchee 
as a Wild and Scenic River, Fred returned to his studies at the University of Miami School of 
Law and was awarded his J.D. Degree in 1985.   

Fred served from 1988 through 2000 as Senior Assistant County Attorney for Martin County, 
where he had diverse responsibilities, but he was most proud of his work assisting Martin 
County with its acquisitions of park land and conservation land, including Indian Riverside Park.

In 2001, Fred returned to private practice, joining the Law Firm of Fox, Wackeen, Dungey, 
Beard, Bush, Goldman, Waters, Robison, van Vonno & McCluskey, L.L.P., where he became 
an equity partner while concentrating his practice in the areas of Land Use, Development and 
Permitting, Environmental Law, Eminent Domain, Condominium and Homeowner Association 
Law, Administrative Law, and Local Government Law, and he served as the attorney for the 
Martin County School Board and as a Special Magistrate for Palm Beach County.

Fred was Board Certifi ed by the Board of Legal Specialization and Education of The Florida 
Bar in the area of City, County and Local Government Law (2002 - present) and, among other 
professional activities, he served on the City, County & Local Government Law Certifi cation 
Committee of The Florida Bar (2003-2009) and the Eminent Domain Committee of The Florida 
Bar (1990 - 2001, 2004-2005; 2009 - present).  Fred also was a member of The Martin County 
Bar Association (1987- present).

Continued On Next Page . . .
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Continued From Previous Page . . .

Fred loved music, old cars, sailing and the natural world. He loved to travel the world with his 
family, and he loved to putter at home. 

He is survived by his wife of 30 years, Nicki Belville, whom he met while he was working for 
the National Park Service and she was a student in the City Planning Master's Program at 
Georgia Tech, and by his daughter, Annelies Theresa van Vonno, who, like her parents, is 
currently pursuing a Master’s Degree in Urban and Regional Planning.

Notice: Your clients and the public at large can now access online courses directly through 
the MCBA website.  They are fast, convenient and inexpensive - available 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week. All instructions are included online and programs can be started/stopped, 
picking up where you left off , as many times as you like. Help the MCBA promote this 
community service while generating income to support local initiatives!

Florida Online Traffi  c School Courses:

• Basic Driver Improvement 4-hour course (Traffi  c Ticket - TCAC)
• First-time Driver 4-hour course
• Advanced Driver Improvement 12-hour course (ADI / Judge-ordered class)
• Florida Mature Driver Program 6-hour course

All traffi  c courses are approved by the Florida Department of Highway Safety & Motor 
Vehicles and sponsored by the American Safety Council.

Parent Education and Family Stabilization Online Course:

This four-hour course is required by Florida law for concerned parties seeking to obtain a 
fi nal judgment of dissolution of marriage in Florida when minor children are involved. The 
course is approved by the Department of Children & Families and provided by a division 
of the University of Continuing Education.

The courses are provided via the American Safety Council which is the leading source for 
online driver education, workplace safety training, continuing education, online business 
and security solutions, and more!

O  R  O   T  MCBA
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Join Us!

The MCBA has exciting events planned for the winter 
and spring of 2018. Visit www.martincountybar.org for 
individual committee meetings/programs in addition to the 
ones listed under the EVENTS link.

As a reminder, the general luncheon CLE 
meetings are typically the third Friday of the month 
(except for May which is the 2nd Friday); view our 
speakers and menus from our website under the 

EVENTS tab.  Please mark your calendars and/or look for 
more information coming soon on the following:

United Way White Dove “Toy Drive” Holiday Social:  Thank you all who attended 
the mixer with Attorneys, Bankers and Lawyers on December 12th at Twisted 
Tuna.  The event was well attended with a signifi cant amount of toys, boxes of 
non-perishable food items and cash donated by the more than 75 attendees.   
Additionally, we thank all of you who brought new, unwrapped toys for the cause 

to our December 15th general meeting!   

2018 Softball Challenge: February 17, 2018. See Page 16 for more information.

Annual Canoe Trip: Friday – Sunday, March 2-4, 2018. See Page 31 for all the 
details. Thank you to Akerman for sponsoring the dinner and for Wright, Ponsoldt 
and Lozeau for sponsoring the breakfast.  Spots are limited so sign up ASAP if 
you plan to come!

5K Family Run/Walk: Saturday, March 31, 2018. See Page 33 for more information. 

Law Day Community Fair At Kane Center: May 1, 2018 - Look for more details in 
upcoming issues of The SideBar on how you can support this event and showcase 
your practice. 

7th Annual Tennis Tournament: May 5, 2018.  See Page 12 for more information. 

Continued On Next Page . . .
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Annual Installation Banquet - A Sydney Soirée: Friday, May 18, 2018. Look 
for more details on Pages 8 & 9. 

If you are interested in helping with our Social Committee and/or have any questions or ideas 
for us, contact us at marshall.law.fl @gmail.com or Jeff rey@vassallobilotta.com.

Continued From Previous Page . . .

MCBA - You’ve Come a Long Way!

In 1949, when Martin County was only 24 years old, the Martin County Bar Association or 
the “Organization” as it was loosely called back then, was made up of only 10 members who 
met once a month for lunch.  In 1961, the fi rst composite photo of MCBA members - 19 at the 
time - was taken (see below) with subsequent updates produced every 5 to 10 years.  The 
framed composites hang in various places in the Martin County Courthouse. The most recent 
was done in 2011 when our membership was 300+ strong.  

As our membership has now reached the 500+ threshold, the Executive Board is excited to 
produce a 2018 Composite.  Members in good standing with professional headshot photos 
(gray or brown backgrounds only) will be included.  Check the MCBA website to see if your 
photo qualifi es.  As a reminder, Olga Hamilton, with Legal Consulting Services, Inc. attends 
our monthly lunches and takes exceptional photos that we can use for this initiative as well 
as other MCBA programs.  She generously off ers our members a signifi cant discount if you 
want to purchase them for your unlimited marketing purposes.  The deadline for inclusion is 
the May 11, 2018 luncheon.  Contact Michelle at 772.220.8018 for more information.

 
We invite you to be part of the legacy!

1961 2011
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The Pleasure of Your Company is Requested
at

The 2018 Martin County Bar Association
Annual Installation Banquet

A Sydney Soirée

Mariner Sands Country Club
Friday May 18, 2018
at half-past six in the evening

6500 SE Mariner Sands Drive in Stuart, Florida

Deadline to Purchase Tickets is May 1, 2018 (first-come, first-served)
$120 Per Ticket for MCBA Members, Sponsors and Their Guests

$130 Per Ticket for Non-MCBA Members
Judiciary are invited to attend at no charge (RSVP Required) 

Their Guests receive Member rates. 
Table Reservations & Sponsorships are available, Call 772-288-6245

Mail checks made payable to MCBA with list of attendees to: 
MCBA PO Box 2197 Stuart, FL 34995 

Visit www.martincountybar.org under EVENTS for more details!

The Pleasure of Your Company is Requested
at

The 2018 Martin County Bar Association
Annual Installation Banquet

A Sydney Soirée

Mariner Sands Country Club
Friday May 18, 2018
at half-past six in the evening

6500 SE Mariner Sands Drive in Stuart, Florida

Deadline to Purchase Tickets is May 1, 2018 (first-come, first-served)
$120 Per Ticket for MCBA Members, Sponsors and Their Guests

$130 Per Ticket for Non-MCBA Members
Judiciary are invited to attend at no charge (RSVP Required) 

Their Guests receive Member rates.
 

Table Reservations & Sponsorships are available, Call 772-288-6245

Mail checks made payable to MCBA with list of attendees to: 
MCBA PO Box 2197 Stuart, FL 34995 

Visit www.martincountybar.org under EVENTS for more details!

Open Bar/CasinoAttire:   Black Tie Optional
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Top 5 Social Media Bloggers To Read in 2018

There are probably hundreds of really cool social media blogs online for us lawyers to 
read, but let’s face it, we don’t have a lot of time. You know you should be reading more 
about law fi rm social media, but where do you start?  Fear not, Counselor, in my article 
below, I’ll reveal my personal Top 5 social media experts that you should be be paying 
attention to in 2018. All of their content is free, and easily found with a Google search. 

1.  Brandon Gaille -  Marketing Expert & Blog Master
Brandon Gaille’s social media blog is the best of the best. Not only is his blog incredible, 
his story about how he got into blogging is just as moving. Brandon went from being 
a brain tumor survivor to obtaining over 1 million monthly blog visitors in less than 18 
months. His blog and podcast provide key insights on how to use social media marketing 

to generate traffi  c to your website and dominate search engine rankings for area of practice. 

2. Rebekah Radice 
It is nearly impossible to go on any social network and not see a post from Rebekah Radice. She is 
the “queen” of social media. Rebekah is a social media strategist, author, speaker, and has an award-
winning blog. Rebekah provides insightful information on “how” business owners can use social media 
marketing to develop new leads. She provides practical strategies on optimizing social campaigns to 
increase maximum return on investment. 

3. Jeff  Bullas
Like Rebekah, Jeff  is a blogger, author, social media strategist, and speaker who works with small 
and large companies on optimizing their online brand through social media marketing. His blog covers 
topics such as how businesses can win in the digital world, Facebook marketing tips to increase lead 
generation, and common marketing mistakes to avoid. 

4. Kim Garst
Kim Garst’s blog successfully demonstrates the power of social media marketing. Social media is often 
referred to as the great equalizer for small businesses to compete against bigger companies.  Her blog 
focuses on how small businesses can use social media marketing to gain new customers. Her blog 
stresses the importance of social selling and provides insightful tips on how to build a social following. 

5. Kymeshia Morris
Kymeshia runs Esquire Media Solutions, and writes another great blog that focuses on how lawyers 
can use social media to market their practice. Her blog contains useful, in-depth, and relevant social 
media marketing advice for lawyers which has always been helpful to my fi rm. 

I hope you enjoy my recommendations above. As always, if you have your own favorites, please feel 
free to email them to me (brandon@woodwardcounsel.com) so I can share them with the Social 
Media Committee.  

Social Media Committee
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Florida Bar Members: Beware of Holiday Cyber Scams
 

This may not have been at the top of your holiday preparation list, but The Florida Bar’s Practice 
Resource Institute (PRI) is reminding all Bar members to protect themselves from holiday phishing 
scams or malware campaigns. A summary is included below; the full article with links can be found 
at: https://www.floridabar.org/news/blog/beware-of-holiday-cyber-scams/.

A 2017 Cyber Monday Phishing Survey by DomainTools found that 38 percent of respondents had 
fallen victim to an online phishing attack. This is despite more than 90 percent of respondents stating 
that they are familiar with phishing. “This goes to show how clever these criminals have become with 
their schemes,” said Florida Bar President Michael Higer. “During the holiday season, lawyers — 
just like everyone else — need to pay extra attention and be mindful of online scams.” 

The U.S. Computer Emergency Readiness Team – a division of the Department of Homeland Security 
– reminds the public to remain vigilant when browsing or shopping online this holiday season. Emails 
and ecards from unknown senders may contain malicious links. Fake advertisements or shipping 
notifications may deliver attachments infected with malware. Spoofed email messages and phony 
posts on social networking sites may request support for fraudulent causes.

How Can You Protect Yourself?

• Do business with reputable vendors. 

• Make sure your information is being encrypted. 

• Be wary of emails requesting information. 

• Use a credit card. 

• Check your shopping app setting's app.

• Check your statements. 

• Check privacy policies. 

If you believe you are a victim of a holiday phishing scam or malware campaign, consider the following 
actions:

• File a complaint with the FBI’s Internet Crime Complaint Center (IC3).

• Report the attack to the police and file a report with the Federal Trade Commission.

• Contact your financial institution immediately and close any accounts that may have been 
compromised. Watch for any unexplainable charges to your account.

• Immediately change any passwords you might have revealed and do not use that password in the 
future. Avoid reusing passwords on multiple sites. 

The PRI website’s cybersecurity page maintains a list of tips and resources for lawyers and law firms.
 

Happy Holidays and stay safe!
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Save the Date for the Seventh Annual MCBA Tennis Tournament
Saturday, May 5, 2018 at 9:30 a.m.

at Mariner Sands Country Club

Please join us for the Seventh Annual MCBA Tennis Tournament!  This 
year's tournament is scheduled for Saturday, May 5, 2018 at the Mariner 
Sands Country Club.  Thank you to this year’s sponsors:

Spouses and kids are welcome to play -- so please bring the family.  Those who are not 
playing can relax at the pool and watch the tennis action!  We have room for 20 players, 
so sign up early!  Entry is free of charge, including a delicious lunch by Chef John.

A light breakfast will be served at 9:30 a.m.  At 10:00 a.m. we will start a "maximum mix" 
doubles round robin with at least 6 rounds of four games each.  Thus, players of all abilities 
will get a chance to play with (and against) each other.  The four lawyers with the most 
wins will play in the fi nals for a chance to bring home our big traveling trophy!  Chef John 
will serve us lunch at 12:30 p.m.

We hope you can join us!  Please send your RSVP by email to fernando@giachinolaw.com.

Attention MCBA Attorneys!

Please let us know if you are licensed
 to practice law in any other state. 
The MCBA is regularly contacted 
by attorneys and family members 

asking for referrals. 

Email
martincountybarassociation@msn.com
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M  C  C    F
A   W  L  (FAWL)

Martin FAWL Update

Martin FAWL will present a second Board Certifi cation Boot Camp on Monday, 
January 8th at noon at Manero’s in Palm City.  The fantastic panel of FAWL’s 
Board Certifi ed attorneys include:  Sheila Biehl (Business Litigation), Barb 
Cook (Admiralty), Donna Eng (Appellate), Jane Hunston (Real Estate), Kathy 
McHale (Civil Litigation), Nicole Melby (Elder Law), Beth Prinz (Wills Trusts 
& Estates), and Taryn Sinatra (Family Law).   

This program is open to any one!  Martin FAWL members are free and non- 
members are $10.  One hour CLE is included.  The program will discuss tips 
for applying for board certifi cation, peer review, how to get re-certifi ed, and 

how it can help your practice.  RSVP to Kathy McHale at Kathy@KMcHalelaw.com.

The third series of the Martin FAWL’s Shatter the Glass will take place on January 
22nd at noon.  Lauri Goldstein, Esq. of Lauri J. Goldstein & Associates will 
discuss how she shattered the glass to success.  The location for the 1 hour CLE 
program is Lauri J. Goldstein & Associates, PLLC (1330 SE Federal Highway in 
Stuart). RSVP to Kathy McHale at Kathy@KMcHalelaw.com. 

Save-The-Date for the Joint Martin FAWL and MCBA Appellate Committee CLE 
Luncheon featuring Donna Eng, Esq. of Mrachek Law on February 12, 2018 at 
noon in the conference room at McCarthy Summers, et. al. (2400 SE Federal 
Highway, 4th fl oor in Stuart).  Mrs. Eng will present “Tips to Florida’s Rules of 
Appellate Procedure for Civil Appeals.”  Special thanks to Carrie Lavargna, Esq.
of Lavargna Law, PLLC for providing lunch for us.  The CLE is off ered free to 
Martin FAWL members and $10 to non-members.   Please RSVP to Kathy McHale 
at Kathy@KMcHalelaw.com.
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Join Us!

The MCBA Appellate Committee is pleased to announce that it 
is teaming up with Martin FAWL for a CLE presentation.  Please 
join us on February 12, 2018, at 12 noon, in the conference 
room of McCarthy Summers Bobko Wood Norman Bass & 
Melby, P.A., located at 2400 S.E. Federal Highway, Fourth 
Floor, Stuart, FL 34994.  

Donna L. Eng will present “Tips to Florida's Rules of Appellate 
Procedure for Civil Appeals.”  CLE credit is anticipated and 
lunch will provided.  This CLE is offered free to members of 

Martin FAWL and for a minimal charge of only $10.00 for non-Martin FAWL members.  Due to space 
constraints, we will limit attendance to 20 people, so RSVP to deng@mrachek-law.com today.  
 
Thanks so much to the firm of McCarthy Summers Bobko Wood Norman Bass & Melby, P.A. 
for allowing us to use their conference room, and thanks so much to Martin FAWL/MCBA member 
Carrie Lavargna, Esq. of Lavargna Law, PLLC, for providing lunch!   

For more information on this area of law contact us at:
deng@mrachek-law.com  or cleininger@wlclaw.com.

Appellate Practice Committee

PRINTING, GRAPHICS & WEB DESIGN
Printing & Graphic Solutions

Business Cards

Stationary

Post Cards

Flyers

Menus

Banners

Signs

Promotional Materials Spiral Technologies

kevin@spiral.tech

772 285.9934

Web Site Design

Hosting

Social Media 

Marketing
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2018 SOFTBALL CHALLENGE

We are excited to announce that the annual softball challenge 
will be held on February 17, 2018 at 9:00 am at Sandhill Crane 
Park in Port St. Lucie. We are also excited to announce that 
this year challenge will be a three team round robin between 
the Martin County Bar Association, the St. Lucie County Bar 
Association, and the Indian River County Bar Association, with 
each team playing two games. Afterward, we will all gather with 
our families for a well-earned BBQ lunch at the park.

 
If you are interested in being a part of the co-ed team, please contact 
Bryan McLaughlin (bryan.mclaughlin@petersonbernard.com) or Ray 
Robison (robison@foxwackeen.com).

The MCBA thanks Olga Hamilton with Legal Consulting Services, 
Inc. for taking the photos at last year’s event (see below and for more, 
visit our Photo Gallery at www.martincountybar.org).
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YOUR CHOICE FOR FLORIDA APPELLATE LAW AND LITIGATION SUPPORT

Appellate Law 
·
·
·

Litigation Support & Trial Assistance
·
·
·
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Immigration Update

Thank You: Gina Fraga of Acosta & Fraga Law in WPB for 
joining us at our asylum training on 11/17/17.

Reminder:  The Celebrate America Writing Contest 
deadline is 01/31/2018 – please help us recruit 5th graders!  
Contact Angelina at ACastro@ACLawsolutions.com  for 
all the details.
 

Since January 4, 2010, immigration attorneys have been answering calls from 
people who introduce themselves by stating that “I never thought I’d ever 
need to call an immigration attorney for myself because I was born a citizen.” 
The impetus for these calls is the REAL ID Act of 2005 and the restrictions 
that it put on driver license and identifi cation issuance. Among other things, 
the REAL ID Act requires federal agencies to require the presentation of 
compliant driver licenses and identifi cation cards from persons seeking 
to gain entry to nuclear power plants, certain areas of federal facilities, 
and eventually for boarding federally regulated commercial aircraft. Since 
January, 4, 2010, Florida has been issuing REAL ID Act compliant licenses 
and identifi cation cards. 

A person who seeks to obtain a driver’s license that complies with the 
requirements of the REAL ID Act must present the issuer with evidence of 
lawful status in the United States. The REAL ID Act requires that the person 
present evidence that the person is a citizen or national of the United States, 
an alien lawfully admitted for permanent or temporary residence in the 
United States, has conditional permanent resident status, has an approved 
application for asylum or has entered the United States as a refugee, has 

a valid, unexpired nonimmigrant visa or nonimmigrant status, has a pending application for 
asylum, has a pending or approved application for temporary protected status, has approved 
deferred action, or has a pending application for adjustment of status. 

Obtaining the proper immigration documents for somebody who seeks to obtain a driver’s 
license is not generally a problem when a person is entitled to the documents. However, 
it can be diffi  cult for some U.S. citizens to obtain proof of U.S. citizenship that will satisfy 
the requirements of the REAL ID Act. For instance, some people have lived their entire life 
without ever obtaining documentary evidence of U.S. citizenship. One example is a person 
who was born at home and never had a birth certifi cate registered with states. Other people 

I  C

Continued On Next Page . . .

      The REAL ID Act
Submitted By: Andrew Clopman, Esq.
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were born in another country and derived citizenship from U.S. citizen parent(s). In cases like 
these, there are still options available for proving citizenship. One is to obtain a U.S. passport 
by presenting secondary evidence of birth in the United States, proof of citizenship through 
naturalization of a parent, or evidence of acquisition of citizenship through adoption by a U.S. 
citizen parent while under age 16 and evidence of lawful admission for permanent residence. 

I  C
Continued From Previous Page . . .

Local History Books Available for Sale from Author, Sandra Thurlow

Available via website  www.sandrathurlow.com, Amazon and/or at a number of local 
businesses, including the Barnes and Noble in Jensen Beach. 

The small ship experts.

Elegant & state-of-the-art.

Serene Scandinavian spaces.

Destination-focused dining.

Award-winning service.

Cultural enrichment from ship to shore.

The thinking person’s cruise.

B Y  R I V E R ,  B Y  S E A .

  Only with Viking®

Note: Ad is intended for travel agency use only. Special Cruise Pricing plus International Air Savings are considered a single offer. International air does not have to 
be purchased to get cruise offer. Must request offer at time of booking and pay in full by current expiration date; call for details. Offer subject to availability and 

may not be combinable with any other offers except Viking Explorer Society Travel Credits and Referral Rewards. Viking reserves the right to correct any errors or 
omissions and to change all fares, fees and surcharges at any time. Viking is not responsible for incorrect statements or claims contained within this ad. Cruise fares 

are per person, based on double occupancy, and will be listed in the local currency and country of residence of the Travel Agent. Additional terms and conditions 
may apply; see your Travel Agent for details. See Passenger Ticket Contract at vikingrivercruisescanada.com (Canada) and vikingrivercruises.com (USA).  

©2016. Travel + Leisure and Time Inc. Affluent Media Group are not affiliated with, and do not endorse products or services of, Viking Cruises. Viking Ocean 
Cruises was voted Best Large Ship Ocean Cruise Line by Travel + Leisure readers in the 2016 World’s Best Awards. CST#2052644-40

Ask for Special Cruise Pricing plus International Air Savings. 
Call Debbie Carpenter, your Certified Viking Specialist at (772) 879-3221!

Martin County BAR Association Member Benefits provided



Then why are YOU trying to handle a personal injury case?

SHOULD A DENTIST PERFORM 
A PROSTATE EXAM?

Personal injury is not “easy money”, and insurance companies 
don’t just roll over.

REFER THE CASE TO OUR PERSONAL INJURY FIRM, AND 
EARN YOURSELF A 25% REFERRAL FEE.
It’s easy. Simply call our office at 561-697-4440, and we will take 
over from there.

1-800-GOLD-LAW    800GOLDLAW.com
1800 S Australian Ave, Suite 400, West Palm Beach, FL 33409

Auto Accidents - Slip and Falls - Heart Attacks in Public Places
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Happy New Year!

We hope you and your families had a wonderful holiday 
season. The trial lawyers committee fi gured we would start 
out 2018 with a bang and get the insightful knowledge of one 
of our newest judges on the bench, the Honorable Michael 
McNicholas. The January meeting will be held at 12 noon on 
Thursday, January 11th at the Gunster Law Firm off  of Monterey 
Road. Lunch will be provided, as always.  
 
Please RSVP by 5pm, Monday, January 8, 2018, to:
adam@gravesthomas.com. As always, reply early as space is limited!
 
Future 2018 meeting dates are as follows:

January 11, 2018
February 8, 2018

March 8, 2018
April 12, 2018
May 10, 2018

T  L  C

J  T

ABOUT JUSTICE TEACHING...

For information about 
Justice Teaching, 

please contact 

Judge Roby at: 
772-288-5560, 

robyw@circuit19.org 

or visit the website at: 

http://www.justiceteaching.org.

We look forward to working/teaching 
with you!
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Please send us your news of new hires, promotions, awards, engagements, marriages,
child births, new addresses and the like for future issues of the SideBar.

News From Your Friendly Neighborhood BarYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYY

Gunster, one of Florida’s oldest and largest full-service business law 
fi rms, is pleased to announce that the fi rm earned top practice area 
rankings from U.S. News - Best Lawyers® "Best Law Firms" for 2018.  
In addition, individually, 66 attorneys at Gunster made the Best Lawyers 
list for 2018, including 10 named "Lawyers of the Year."  

Kudos to MCBA member, Stephen Page, for being recognized 
for intellectual property litigation. Congratulations also to MCBA 
Member, Lisa Schneider, who was one of 10 on the 2018 ‘Best 
Lawyers in America’ list.

McCarthy Summers Bobko Wood Norman Bass & Melby, P.A. is pleased to 
announce that Christen Spake, Esq., AV rated by Martindale Hubbell, and a 
Super Lawyers Rising Star, has joined the fi rm, as an associate attorney.  Ms. 
Spake’s areas of practice are Real Estate Development & Finance, together 
with Real Estate, Probate and Guardianship litigation.  

Barb Cook of Barb Cook Law, PLLC was recognized by Chief Bankruptcy Court 
Judge Laurel Myerson Isicoff  for her contributions to Pro Bono in the Southern 
District of Florida. 

Shaw University alums, attorneys Willie E. Gary, class of ‘71 
and Lorenzo Williams, class of ’74, hosted the November 4th 
Homecoming Brunch and Reception honoring local legislators, 
business leaders, educators and clergy, who have made 
signifi cant contributions to the Raleigh, NC community. 
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ENDLESS PERFORMANCE. 
UNRIVALED CAPABILITY.

Experience unimaginable luxury 
at your doorstep.

Now offering COMPLIMENTARY service pickup and delivery! 

888-760-8865
4771 S. US Hwy 1, Ft. Pierce, FL 34982
TCJaguar.com    |    TCLandRover.com

Jaguar Land Rover Treasure Coast
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Old times are great, but today is a new day in a new age.  With the availability 
of legal resources in our profession, the old Law Library Committee is now the 
new and improved Legal Resources Committee.
 
Visit our clerk’s offi  ce, recording division, to review available continuing legal 
education seminars to satisfy your renewal requirements, but also to update 
yourself on our profession’s legal knowledge.  
 

Current CLE Seminars Available Include The Following:
 
• Annual Civil Trial Update and Board Certifi cation – good through 7/19/2018 - Credits: 16.0 General, 

2.0 Ethics; Certifi cation Hours: 2.0 Appellate Practice, 16.0 Business Litigation, 16.0 Civil Trial 

• Advanced Real Estate and Certifi cation Review Course 2017 – good through 7/27/2018 - Credits: 
16.5 General, 1.0 Ethics; Certifi cation Hours: 8.0 Condo & Planned Development, 16.5 Real Estate 

• Survey of Florida Law 2017 (2 copies) - good through 9/24/18 – Credits: 14.5 General, 3.0 
Ethics, 2.0 Technology; Certifi cation Hours (Max 2.0 hours): 1.0 Appellate Practice, 1.0 Business 
Litigation, 1.0 City/County/Local Government Law, 2.0 Elder Law, 1.0 Marital & Family Law, 1.0 
State/Federal Government & Administrative Practice, 1.0  Tax Law, 2.0 Wills Trusts & Estates  

• 2017 Wills, Trusts and Estates Certifi cation Course and Advanced Practice Update – 
good through 10/7/2018 - Credits: 18.5 General, 1.0 Ethics; Certifi cation Hours: 18.5 Wills 
Trusts & Estates, 18.5 Tax, 1.5 Real Estate, 18.5 Elder Law  

 
The local branches of our Martin County Library host legal research and legal resources greater 
than Fast Case. Bring your USB drive to download the information, or email the information to 
yourself, or print materials for only a nominal charge.
 
Join our legal resource committee and help our Martin County Bar Members grow in professionalism.  
Call me at (772) 288-1020 for more information and/or suggestions to improve our services to 
the membership.  See y’all at our monthly Bar Luncheons.  

L  R  C  
( . . .  L  L  C )  

Happy New Year!
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J  S

S , A , S   M G

561-694-6079
jsobel@schwedlawfi rm.com

Offi  ces in Palm Beach Gardens and Stuart

B  C  
C  T  L

Personal Injury
Trial Attorney S  L  
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(772) 288-4357
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Visit the MCBA website at www.martincountybar.org for 
upcoming events, committee meetings and more!

F  L  C
Stay Tuned!

At the request of the judge and the family law section 
members, in the coming months we will be arranging 
presentations from the vendors of Fin Plan, its competition, 
and Our Family Wizard and its competition.  

Depending on scheduling, these vendors will represent four 
of the meetings in the New year. Please watch your inbox 
for more details!
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B  C
BANKRUPTCY AND TAX REFUNDS FOR 2018

OK! So you've fi nally decided to fi le bankruptcy! You fi gure you're going to 
get a big tax refund anyway and it will help start you on your way to a new 
fi nancial life. Not so fast! 
 
Before you fi le for bankruptcy you need to be sure your taxes are fi led fi rst and 
get that refund NOW so you can make the most of it.  That refund that you're 
counting on is going to become property of your bankruptcy estate if you don't 
take some preventative measures fi rst!  The bankruptcy code provides that 

your tax refund is part of your bankruptcy estate.  As such, your trustee in bankruptcy will be 
looking to intercept that refund to distribute to your creditors.  This is so, as long as you have 
not received and spent the refund.  It is imperative to fi le your taxes and spend the money on 
allowable measures before you fi le the bankruptcy case!
 
Keep a record of how you spend the money.  The refund can be used in a number of valid 
ways, including most ordinary household expenses.  This includes things like rent; mortgage 
payments; HOA dues; food; utilities; clothing; educational expenses for your children; medical 
and dental expenses; insurance; car payments; car repairs and maintenance; and of course, 
home maintenance and repairs. Make sure there is minimal if any tax refund left in your bank 
account on the day you fi le the bankruptcy.  Be warned however; DO NOT spend your tax 
refund on luxury goods or to repay a friend or family member.  This would most likely trigger 
an objection from the trustee, which could result in a demand for the money even if you have 
already spent it.
 
If you have not received the tax refund and spent it by the date of fi ling, the trustee will be 
entitled to get it as soon as you receive it. With a little planning, you can keep most, if not all 
your tax refund.
 
There are some exceptions to the rule.  For instance, earned income credits and additional 
child tax credits are excluded.  You should also be able to exempt your tax refund in bankruptcy 
if you do not own or intend to surrender your home.  Many times the so-called "wild-card" 
exemption can be used to protect the tax refund.
 
The best way to avoid the problem altogether is to arrange it so that you will not receive a tax 
refund. This is done simply by adjusting the withholding on your regular paychecks so that 
only the amount of taxes owed is withheld from each paycheck.  Many people claim fewer 
deductions than they are allowed for the sole purpose of receiving a tax refund.  It creates 
a "forced savings,” so to speak, that they use to pay property taxes, take a vacation, etc. At 
a minimum, make sure any tax refund will be small.  Instead of receiving a tax refund and 
giving it to the trustee, wouldn't you rather have a little more money in your paycheck?  With 
or without bankruptcy, a bigger paycheck benefi ts you instead of someone else. Who knows?  

Continued On Next Page . . .
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Affinity Membership Program
Support your organizations’ fundraising efforts by joining today. We’ll 
make an annual contribution based upon the activity of participating 
members TD Bank accounts once program requirements have been met.

For more information, visit your local TD Bank 
or call 1-888-751-9000.

Executive offi  ce space for 
rent in Stuart

 
Includes private offi  ce(s) with 

shared receptionist,
conference room, parking, 

kitchen and copier
 

Potential client referrals
 

Contact Lauri or Jill
(772) 222-2222

lauri@lgoldstein.com
litigation109@lgoldstein.com

For more infotmation, visit your local TD Bank
or Call Niki Hibbs at 772-828-9739.

Exercising control of these funds may even serve to avoid the bankruptcy altogether!

NEED MORE INFORMATION? Contact Jon L. Martin, Chair – Martin County Bar Bankruptcy 
Committee@772-419-0057, or jlm@jonlmartinlaw.com.

Continued From Previous Page . . .

Congratulations to MCBA Member John M. 
Stewart who will be sworn in as the 2019-2020 
President-Elect of The Florida Bar at the June, 
2018 annual meeting. He will work alongside 
MCBA Member and incoming Florida Bar President 
Michelle Suskauer to serve the approximately 
105,000 members of the Florida Bar.  

Congratulations, John!
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In addition to the ongoing benefi ts that come with your MCBA membership, the MCBA is excited 
to continue the 2016-2017 Member Benefi ts Program which allows for fi nancial savings and/or 
member-only access.  As new off erings are added throughout the Bar year, we will let you know 
the details! 

Email us at martincountybarassociation@msn.com  if you have a suggestion for a local business 
or service you would like us to consider.   Visit our website at www.martincountybar.org to review 
all the off erings, direct contact information and to take advantage of the ones currently participating 
in the program:

M  H  M  B !

Nikki Hibbs
(772) 828-9739

Banking:

America's Most Convenient Bank®

Custom Clothing:

Bob Goldfarb
(305) 491-0083

ree bM m stifeneBMember Benefits
Martin County  Bar Association

Insurance:

James Campo
(772) 286-0330 x13

Custom Clothing:

Lou & Marty Deal
(772) 340-1007

Emmelis & Ernesto Keaney
(772) 287-8089

Insurance:

Dana Middleton
(561) 472-8400

Offi  ce Support:
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Photography:

Olga Hamilton 
(772) 708-6928

ree bM m stifeneBMember Benefits
Martin County  Bar Association

Travel:

Valerie & Debbie Carpenter
(772) 879-3221

Resort:

Tom Deahn
(772) 334-1950

???:

Will your business 
or a  business you 

recommend be next?

Courthouse Badge:

(772) 288-6245  

Technology & Media:

Kevin Mulligan
772-285-9934

Any article appearing herein may be reproduced provided credit is given both to The SideBar and 
the author of the article. Views and conclusions expressed in articles and ads herein are those of the 
authors or advertisers and not necessarily those of the officers, directors, or staff  of the Martin County 
Bar Association. Further, the Martin County Bar Association and staff  do not endorse any product or 
service advertised. All advertising is subject to approval. We regret any errors or omissions and such, 
if applicable, will be noted in future issues. 

Many of the professional head shot photos and candid photos appearing in this issue have been provided 
courtesy of: Legal Consulting Services, Inc.
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The Florida Bar Updates / Board Of Governor’s Report

Keep updated on Florida Bar initiatives and Board of 
Governor information, meeting minutes and reports 
by visiting the website regularly! A direct link can be 
found at the Bar’s Home page (www.fl oridabar.org) 
by clicking the “About The Bar” link.

The Florida Bar Foundation is accepting nominations 
for the 2018 Medal of Honor Awards.  The awards 
recognize outstanding achievements by Florida 
residents in improving our state's justice system.  

Recipients are selected in two categories: 1) a member of The Florida Bar actively engaged 
in the practice of law and 2) a non-lawyer, or an attorney who is not actively engaged in the 
practice of law.  

Nominations are being sought from a wide variety of groups and individuals in order to ensure 
that the most worthy candidates are considered for these important awards.  The MCBA 
Executive Board is looking for worthy nominations from the membership. Please review the 
criteria at: www.thefl oridabarfoundation.org and contact Michelle Katzman (772.220.8018) 
by January 20th if you would like more information on how your nominee(s) may be considered 
by the MCBA. 

J  R  C

Upcoming Judicial Speaker Series Luncheon Meeting Dates: 

• January 8, 2018 Martin County Court Judges

• February 12, 2018 Circuit Court Judge William Roby

• March 12, 2018 Chief Judge Elizabeth Metzger

All JRC Judicial Speaker Series meetings will be held at Gunster, Yoakley 
& Stewart (800 SE Monterey Commons Blvd., Suite 200) in Stuart. Lunch will be provided. 
Meetings are from 11:45 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

Meetings are free for current MCBA members; $10 for all others: Cash or checks made payable 
to the MCBA accepted. 

As space is limited, RSVP required at least 2 days before meeting to mkostick@gunster.com.

Join Us!
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2018 C /C  T  
Join Us For The 2018 Camping & Canoe Trip!

The 2nd Annual Camping and Canoe Eco Tour Trip will be held on March 2-4, 2018 at the 
Sebastian Inlet State Park and Marina located on State Road A1A, 1/2 mile south of Sebastian 
Inlet. See all the details under EVENTS at www.martincountybar.org

We thank our dinner and breakfast sponsors for their generosity and again supporting this event:

Photos from the 2017 trip can be found on our website’s Photo Gallery and we hope you will 
be part of the fun this year!

i ’ Ph G ll d h

P  C

Join us for our January Paralegal CLE meeting at the offi  ces 
of Fox Wackeen et al. (3473 SE Willoughby Boulevard in 
Stuart) on January 17, 2018 at 5:15pm.  

We are pleased to have Michelle Katzman, MCBA Executive 
Director and Certifi ed Professional Organizer as our speaker.  
The topic is: Time Management & Productivity Tips From A 
Certifi ed Professional Organizer.      
 

Please RSVP no later than January 
10, 2018 to pam@foxwackeen.com.  
Looking forward to seeing you all there!

Please Join Us!
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C  L  C
Guns Are Good, Unless They Aren’t

When I was at The Citadel, a professor used to tell us that all 
war was simply “the intentional perforation of human bodies.”  
It’s interesting to see how much human intelligence has been 
devoted to punching holes into people.  We made steel.  We 
made explosive powder.  We made guns.  

Guns are simple devices.  Pull a trigger and an instant hole 
appears in someone.  The legal consequences from that 

trigger pull are never that simple.

Last month, we explored the subtle issues involved in deadly force at the hands of an unarmed 
combatant.  This month, I’d like to explore the not-so-subtle issues with shooting somebody.

Let’s say you are just leaving the Criminal Law Section happy hour (stay tuned for details).  It 
was the best time you had all year.  You’ve had about 5 drinks too many and you fi nd yourself 
in a dimly lit back alley.  Suddenly, a large man comes toward you carrying an object and 
says, “I’m going to kill you.”  

You pull the trigger. 

If law enforcement and the prosecutor don’t think it was reasonable to shoot the man, you 
have consequences to think about (see The SideBar September 2017 Issue article for Stand 
Your Ground Issues).

Many of these consequences stem from Florida Statute section 775.087.  Just for carrying 
the gun, the charges will be reclassifi ed to a higher degree.  In this statute, you’ll also fi nd 
mandatory sentences. If there was no bullet in the chamber and the gun does not fi re, the 
minimum may be 3 years. If the gun fi res and the bullet misses the man, the minimum may 
be 20 years in prison. If the bullet punches a hole in the man and he dies or suff ers “great 
bodily injury,” the minimum may be either 25 years in prison or life in prison.  Most lesser 
included off enses are 25 or life as well.  This is typically an all 
or nothing scenario for the defendant.  All 3 scenarios are life-
altering consequences for any person.

So when someone pulls the trigger... they may be triggering an 
all or nothing situation which would not necessarily be present 
if they applied hand to hand techniques.  Conversely, hand to 
hand combat may present issues in the imminency department.  

Continued On Next Page.... 
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The bottom lines is this: the fi ght may not end on the ground even when things seem clear 
cut.  Call your friendly neighborhood defense lawyer after any physical confrontation.  It may 
save your life.
Also...please come to the Criminal Law Happy Hour event (date TBD).  You can be armed or 
not (but try to take it easy in the back alley).

Continued From Previous Page . . .

5K R  C  
                       Mark Your Calendars!

On March 31, 2018, the second annual Race to the 
Courthouse 5K benefi tting the Legal Aid Society of Martin 

County and the Martin County Bar Scholarship Program will take place in downtown Stuart.  

The race is live! You can sign up now at: https://runsignup.com/Race/FL/Stuart/
TheRacetotheCourthouse5k. Sign up ASAP to guarantee you receive a dry fi t shirt. The 
proof is shown below.
 
We are looking for sponsors and committee members.  Contact 
Gene Zweben at gene@zwebenlawagroup.com, Paige 
Loringer at ploringer@crarybuchanan.com or Sarah Vickers at 
Indiantownlaw@aol.com for more information.  

We are looking forward to another great race! 
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Florida Real Property and Business Litigation Report

Turbeville v. Financial Industry Regulatory Authority, Case No. 16-11083 
(11th Cir. 2017).
No private right of action exists under the Exchange Act of 1934 for F.I.N.R.A. 
members and associated persons to sue F.I.N.R.A. for violating its own internal 
rules.

Ricketts v. Village of Miami Shores, Case No. 3D16-2212 (Fla. 3d DCA 2017).
An “as-applied” constitutional challenge to a zoning ordinance must demonstrate 
that there are no set of circumstances under which the ordinance would be 
constitutional.

Lucky Star Horses, Inc. v. Diamond State Insurance Company, Case No. 
3D17-725 (Fla. 3d DCA 2017).
Arbitration is not waived, despite the passage of time and the fi ling of numerous pleadings, until 
the party to the arbitration clause is brought into the case.

BK Marine Construction, Inc. v.  Skyline Steel, LLC, And Great American Insurance Company, 
Case No. 4D16-1241 (Fla. 4th DCA 2017).
A party seeking judgment for invoiced construction materials delivered to and incorporated into a 
jobsite must correspond the invoices to the allegations of the complaint, and if there are multiple 
portions of a jobsite, must demonstrate as to which portion of the jobsite the materials were 
incorporated into.

The Waterview Towers Condominium Association, Inc. v. City of West Palm Beach, Case 
No. 4D16-2858 (Fla. 4th DCA 2017).
A party, including a lessee, who joins in or consents to a declaration of condominium subjects 
their property to the declaration and all of its provisions. Additionally, restrictive covenants may be 
enforced by grantees among or between themselves where the grantees obtained their property 
from a common grantor and the restrictive covenants were part of “a general plan of development 
or improvement” or a “general building scheme.” 

In Re: Amendments to The Rules Regulating The Florida Bar (Biennial Petition), Case No. 
SC16-1961 (Fla. 2017).
The Florida Supreme Court amends the rules regulating The Florida Bar, including providing for 
inactive status for board certifi ed attorneys, creating board certifi cation status for International 
Litigation and Arbitration attorneys, and expanding existing eligibility requirements to allow more 
lawyers to serve as emeritus lawyers, providing pro bono legal services through an approved legal 
aid organization.

Arlington Pebble Creek, LLC v. Campus Edge Condominium Association, Inc., Case No. 
1D16-1347 (Fla. 1st DCA 2017).
An association seeking fraudulent inducement and negligent misrepresentation claims against a 
developer resulting from a condominium turnover must still prove intent, reliance and damages to 
prevail on its claims.

R  E   C  L  U

Continued On Next Page . . .
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Surf Works, L.L.C. v. City of Jacksonville Beach, Case No. 1D16-3312 (Fla. 1st DCA 2017).
A miscarriage of justice authorizing reversal on second-tier certiorari occurs when a party complies 
with the zoning law seeking the highest and best use of their property, and the governing authority 
refuses to apply the correct law.

Deutsche Bank National Trust Company v. de Brito, Case No. 3D16-1466 (Fla. 3d DCA 2017).
A witness need only be generally familiar with another company’s records or the boarding process 
by which the records were incorporated into a party’s records to satisfy the Business Records 
Exception to the Hearsay Rule.

In Re: Standard Jury Instructions In Civil Cases—Report 17-01, Case No. SC17-451 (Fla. 2017).
Standard Civil Instruction 201.2 is amended to include language regarding communication with 
court personnel outside the courtroom, and Standard Civil Instruction 202.4 is amended to clarify 
that jurors must ask questions of a witness before the witness leaves the witness stand.

Philip Morris USA, Inc. v. Duignan, Case No. 2D15-5055 (Fla. 2d DCA 2017).
A jury instruction requiring “detrimental reliance on a statement” may not be proper in a fraudulent 
concealment or fraudulent omission case.

Tramontana v. Bank of New York Mellon, Case No. 2D16-2990 (Fla. 2d DCA 2017).
An appellate court will not reverse on an issue involving trial testimony absent a trial transcript or 
fundamental error.

Echeverry v. Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, Case No. 4D16-3611 (Fla. 4th DCA 2017).
A certifi cate of sale issued under Florida Statute sec. 45.0315 divests a borrower of her equity of 
redemption, and thus a bankruptcy fi led after this certifi cate of sale does not bar the issuance of 
a certifi cate of title.

Nationstar Mortgage, LLC v. Martins, Case No. 4D16-3735 (Fla. 4th DCA 2017).
A lender’s unilateral decision to leave a note and mortgage with the Clerk of the Court in the fi le 
of a previously fi led foreclosure does not establish standing.

Williams v. Skylink Jets, Inc., Case No. 4D16-4170 (Fla. 4th DCA 2017).
“Technical admissions” to Requests for Admissions will turn unliquidated sums into liquated sums 
for purposes of a fi nal judgment.

Green Emerald Homes LLC v. Green Tree Servicing LLC, Case No. 4D17-983 (Fla. 4th DCA 
2017).
A party seeking to eff ect substitute service on a limited liability company must comply with Florida 
Statute section 48.062(3) if the party has already exerted diligent but unsuccessful eff orts to serve 
under subsections (1) and (2), and must also comply with section 48.161(1) by  sending notice to 
the defendant, via certifi ed or registered  mail, that substitute service has been eff ected through 
the Secretary of State, (ii) fi ling the return receipt from the defendant, and (iii) fi ling an affi  davit of 
compliance.

====================================

If you wish to receive the expanded, weekly version of this Report, sign up at: 
https://www.mcglinchey.com/publication-subscription/.

Continued From Previous Page . . .
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Law Offi  ce Of 

Stephen M. Lewen

EXPERIENCE COUNTS!

2114 SE Rays Way, 
Stuart, FL 34994 

Telephone: 772-288-1300 
Fax: 772-288-2135

Social Security Disability 
Worker’s Compensation 

Representing the injured and disabled 
for over 36 years.

Please Join Us!
Join us for the Lady Lawyer 
Lunches, typically the last Friday 
of every month at 11:30 a.m. at 
Sailor’s Return in Stuart.

For more information, contact me 
at sashadadan@gmail.com or visit 
us on Facebook at Lady Lawyers 
Luncheon-Martin County. Look for 
CLE Opportunities to come. 

L  L

I -H  C  C
Join Us!

If you missed the inaugural meeting of the In-House Counsel 
committee, please monitor The SideBar to ensure you don't 
miss the next one!  First, and foremost, thank you to Doug 
Marcello with Edward Jones Investments for sponsoring the 
event.  Thank you as well to the law fi rm of Fox, Wackeen, 
Dungey, Beard, Bush, Goldman, Waters, Robison, van 
Vonno & McCluskey, LLP for allowing us to hold the meeting 
at their offi  ce.  We had a nice turnout for the inaugural meeting 
and engaged in a lively discussion about life as in-house 
counsel and the trials and tribulations that go along with such 

a position.  Each attendee off ered a unique perspective on their experiences as an in-house 
counsel attorney, as well as experiences working with, or against, in-house counsel while in 
private practice.

We are in the process of planning the next meeting and hope each of you will consider attending.  
As we develop the agenda for the next meeting, if you have thoughts, comments or questions 
about life as, or working with or against, in-house counsel, please reach out to either myself 
or co-chair Brittany Brooks.  The committee invites and encourages all members of the legal 
committee to engage, join and learn about in-house counsel.  We look forward to seeing you 
at the next meeting.

Contact us at: Tyson Waters (tyson@skholdings.com) or 
Brittany Brooks (babrooks@sheriff .martin.fl .us).
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Williams, Leininger & Cosby, P.A. 
is pleased to announce that 

 

Robert H. Gregory, III 
and 

Jessica R. Butler 
have joined the firm 

 
 

Palm Beach 
11300 US Highway One, Suite 300 
North Palm Beach, Florida  33408 

561.615.5666 
 

Treasure Coast 
301 SE Ocean Blvd., Suite 205 

Stuart, Florida 34994 
772.463.8402 

Space Coast 
100 Rialto Place, Suite 722 
Melbourne, Florida 32901 

321.215.008
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Happy New Year from the 
Pro Bono Committee

Thank you for all of your hard work in 2017 volunteering 
for the public good!

The Pro Bono Committee is pleased to announce that 
Glenda Montes de Oca has joined Florida Rural Legal 
Services (FRLS) as the Pro Bono Coordinator for the 19th 
Judicial Circuit.  Carolyn Fabrizio will continue in her 
position as Director of Private Attorney Involvement, working 
to increase access to justice throughout FRLS’ service area. 
Glenda resides in Martin County and comes to FRLS with 
25 years of experience working in the legal fi eld.  She is looking forward to 
promoting access to justice throughout the 19th Circuit.

A Message From Carolyn:
Dear Martin County Bar Association Members,

It has been my honor and privilege to work with you over the past 9 years as 
the Pro Bono Coordinator for the 19th Judicial Circuit.  Your generous support 
and dedication working for the public good is inspirational! Although I am 
excited to increase access to justice throughout the FRLS entire 13-county 
service area, this transition is bittersweet, as I will not have an opportunity 
to work as closely with all of you who have done so much to help so many. I 
will still be around, providing support to Glenda, and hope that our paths will 
continue to cross!!!

I am sure that as you get to know Glenda, you will see that she feels the same way I do about 
access to justice, and shares my gratitude to all of you who work so hard to make it a reality.

Thank you for always being so wonderful to me, FRLS, and our clients!

With Sincere Appreciation,

Carolyn Fabrizio
Carolyn Fabrizio
Director of Private Attorney Involvement
Florida Rural Legal Services, Inc.

PRO BONO COMMITTEE

Continued On Next Page . . .
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To volunteer for the pro bono program or for more information please contact:
Jane Cornett at jcornett@bplegal.com
Maxine Noel at mnoel@gglawyers.com

Glenda Montes de Oca at glenda.montesdeoca@frls.org

ONE CLIENT.  ONE ATTORNEY.  ONE PROMISE.
Imagine the impact we could make if every attorney in the State of Florida 

helped ONE pro bono client!

Continued From Previous Page . . .

With Gratitude!

The Martin County Bar Association salutes Carolyn Fabrizio of Florida Rural Legal Services 
(FRLS) for her many years of service to the 19th Circuit generally and Martin County specifi cally. 
Carolyn's recent promotion - she's now Director of Private Attorney Involvement for all of FRLS 
from the Florida east coast to its west coast - requires her to work from Palm Beach County, 
rather than continuing to serve from her longtime work home here on the Treasure Coast.

In her role as 19th Circuit Pro Bono Coordinator for FRLS, Carolyn has worked tirelessly to 
improve the pro bono civil legal services we off er to the public here in our community. Carolyn 
also has served on the Chief Judge's 19th Circuit Pro Bono Committee for years, and in that 
role she was instrumental in drafting the current Administrative Order regarding each member 
of the Bar's professional responsibility to provide for or support legal aid for the poor. Likewise, 
she gave the Martin County Legal Aid Society direction and advice as we stepped up our 
partnership with FRLS over the last few years. And all this is just scratching the surface of how 
important she has been for the local legal community over the last decade.

Carolyn's work ethic and heart for the community shine through in all she does. We will 
miss her but we know she's not far away, and we look forward to seeing the big things she 
accomplishes in her new role!  

Fox, Wackeen, Dungey, Beard, Bush, Goldman, Waters, 
Robison, van Vonno & McCluskey, L.L.P.  is pleased to 
announce that Tyson J. Waters has joined the firm as of 
counsel.

FOX, WACKEEN, DUNGEY, BEARD,
BUSH, GOLDMAN, WATERS, ROBISON,

van VONNO & McCLUSKEY
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W. Jay Hunston, Jr.
Mediator/Arbitrator/

Special Master

Since 2001, limiting his practice 
to all forms of effective dispute 
resolution, including, mediation, 
arbitration, special master, and 
private judging services.

• J.D. Stetson Univ. College of Law
• Fla. Bar Bd. Cert. Civil Trial Lawyer, 1983 - 2003
• Fla. Cert. Circuit Civil, Appellate & Family Mediator
• Member, AAA Roster of Neutrals for Commercial and 

Construction Arbitration & Mediation
• Qualifi ed Fla. Arbitrator
• FINRA Approved Mediator
• Statewide Per Diem Rate Available Upon Request
• Hourly Rates Available (No Charge for Travel Time 

Within 15th, 19th & 17th Circuits)

P.O. Box 508, Stuart, FL 34995
(772) 223-5503; (800) 771-7780 - Offi  ce

(772) 223-4092 - Fax
Email; wjh@hunstonadr.com

Website Online Calendar: www.hunstonadr.com
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L� � , Jo�  � d Leg� lati	 L� � , Jo�  � d Leg� lati	   

Martin County Ordinances

Visit
 www.martincountybar.org  

for resources, links, events and member 
contact & practice area information.

19th Judicial Circuit Court of Florida 

Court administration, judicial  
assignments, programs, job 

opportunities and other resources: 
www.circuit19.org

All Martin County ordinances may be found on 
the County website: 

https://www.martin.fl .us. 
Click on Departments, County Attorney, County 

Code & Ordinances. 
See ordinance list on right 

side of web page
(ex: Ordinances 800-849).

Track Legal Legislation

For more detailed information on specifi c legislation being tracked by the Bar, visit 
the Legislation Committee’s webpage on the 

Bar website at this link: 
http://www.fl oridabar.org/cmdocs/bd160.nsf/WDOCS

Florida Bar Appointments / Vacancies
For applications and complete details, visit: www.fl oridabar.org

19th Circuit Appointments / Vacancies
For applications and complete details, visit: http://www.circuit19.org/careers.html

All City of Stuart ordinances may be found on the 
City 

website: www.cityofstuart.us. 

Click on links on the left side of the page. 

Then select  #12 for Municode and choose 
Code of Ordinances.  

The Table of Contents can be located in 
Part II Code of Ordinances.

City of Stuart Ordinances
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The SideBar
January 2018

M  C  B  A
PO B  2197
S , FL 34995-2197

When:

Where:

Menu:*

Program:

CLE:

RSVP: 

There is no charge for paid MCBA members. Guests are welcome; a $25 guest fee may be paid at the luncheon. 
Guests who RSVP but do not attend will be responsible for paying the guest fee.

RSVP required for members and guests.
We would love to see you but need to know you are coming! Please RSVP.

Overfl ow parking is available across the street from the Kane Center at Community Baptist Church.

Friday, Janauary 19, 2018 (11:45 a.m.)

Kane Center, 900 SE Salerno Road, Stuart

House Salad of Baby Mixed Greens, Grape Tomatoes, and Sliced Cucumber with 
Balsamic Vinaigrette and Ranch Dressing on the side, Lemon-Parmesan-Panko Crusted 
Chicken (Parmesan Lemon Butter Cream Sauce with Shaved Parmesan Cheese 
Garnished with a Lemon), Mashed Potatoes with Gravy Seasonal Mixed Vegetable and 
Chocolate Brownie. 
*Specialty meals off ered upon request if ordered at RSVP.

Meet & Greet The Judges of The 19th Circuit and Hon. Elizabeth A. Metzger 2018 State 
of the Circuit Address 
2 General CLE Credits

RSVP:  No later than Friday, January 12th  
(772) 220-8018 or via martincountybarassociation@msn.com

Please Join Us for MCBA’s Next CLE Luncheon Meeting – January 19, 2018
The SideBarThe SideBar


